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Water Information Needed 
During the May HAPA Board Meeting, Board President John 
Unangst went through a presentation updating property owners 
on the septic issues, including the various solutions being 
investigated (see meeting minutes for the full presentation). One 
issue that is still unresolved involves the water usage by property 
owners. Last month, David Jefferson with the Tarrant County 
Health Department, said he was working with Rio Concho 
Aviation to get water usage amounts. Unangst says that while Rio 
Concho Aviation did supply numbers, they were not in sufficient 
detail to help determine the volume of sewage HAPA produces. 

Several in the audience suggested each property owner look at 
their water usage and send that information to HAPA. Unangst 
supports that idea. He stresses he is NOT interested in whether 
you are using 40 gallons a day or more, as the original water usage 
for Hicks was permitted at. In order to know the scope and scale 
of what kind of solutions would be needed, specific waster usage 
data will allow HAPA to know how to meet current and future 
sewage needs.

HAPA would like you to send the past 12 months of water use. 
Put that information in an email and send it to Unangst at 
ubangi2000@att.net. You can find your water use amount on each 
month’s Rio Concho Aviation bill.
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You can also mail your data to:  HAPA, 100 Aviator Drive,  Fort Worth, TX 76179                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

President’s Message 

Dear Hicks Friends, Neighbors and Fellow Members,

"When the sun is out and the wind is still, You're one month on in the middle of May."~ Robert Frost

It's only mid-May yet it certainly feels like a sweltering Texas summer is already upon us. Forecasters are 
calling for lots of heat and sunshine with the winds starting to calm. This will probably lead to having 
many more planes flying either early in the day or late in the day so please keep vigilant and maintain 
situational awareness as this is an airport 24/7 and aircraft have the right of way.

Ready, Set, Mow! Each and every property owner at Hicks is responsible for maintaining their grass/lawn 
area at all times, which includes keeping their grass regularly mowed and trimmed. As we are all well 
aware, spring and summer require more frequent mowing and trimming. Please do your part to keep our 
airfield looking good! Honoring your obligation will also serve you to avoid those undesirable violation 
notices and fines. 

Are you considering selling a property at Hicks? If so, you will need a resale certificate. A resale certificate 
is required when selling a property that has mandatory dues or assessments paid to a property association. 
When a property is part of a mandatory association, the owners must pay dues to maintain amenities, 
shared areas, and perhaps other services. A resale certificate discloses the amount and frequency of dues 
and assessments. It includes a financial outline of the association, including the budget, reserves, etc. The 
purpose of the resale certificate is to provide transparency and protection to all parties. It ensures the 
buyer is informed about the community they are joining, their obligations to the association and the rules 
they are agreeing to follow. The resale certificate protects all parties involved by 1) allowing sellers to 
disclose their standing with the association, 2) letting buyers know that the association they are joining is 
financially sound, and 3) minimizing financial risk for the association. Additionally if the seller isn't up to 
date on payments to the association, the certificate reduces liability for the association to ensure the 
association won't be left unpaid. The resale certificate is ordered from the association by the seller 
(usually via their title company) and completed by the board upon payment of any payments due the 
association and a fee capped by the state.    

We had a weak showing at our recent members meeting this May which is most disappointing considering 
the serious nature of the cluster septic system situation. The folks whose properties are connected on 
these systems need to be the most concerned and involved. More volunteers are needed as this will be a 
huge project which requires lots of attention, effort, involvement and participation from those affected.                                                                                      

I presented a Septic Improvement Planning power point at the May members meeting. This presentation 
is uploaded to t67.org. Make the time to thoroughly review this presentation. The numbers may surprise 
and perhaps even shock you. Many thanks to Larry Terhune and Tom Boback for their time, talent and 
assistance in putting together this informative and educational presentation.

Your Board has been hamstrung by the inability to get the water usage of each hangar from                         
the water utility provider Rio Concho which is impeding the efforts to assist the affected                    
property owners engineer a septic solution for their properties. We ask that each and every property 
owner tied-in/connected to a cluster septic system (which is defined as any septic system serving more 
than one property) personally provide your last 12 months water usage on a monthly basis.                                                                                                     
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Another important project that needs to be undertaken is a complete rewrite of our outdated and poorly 
written CCR's and by-laws. This is another area that needs lots of volunteers. Your help is needed to 
formulate and draft the documents and to provide the footwork to get the update passed.

Your volunteer board does a lot of work behind the scenes (as do all the volunteers) to keep our airport 
running and in good shape. All of this is done without any remuneration. The amount of time and the 
efforts provided along with the resources donated by these volunteers yields generous cost-saving benefits 
to the membership.We enjoy a low association fee and have not had a dues increase since January 2018, 
however, we are not immune to the effects of rising inflation and steep price hikes occurring nationwide 
on goods and services which may necessitate a dues increase in the near future.

A special note of appreciation to all our volunteers! We extend special thanks to Ryan Cox who generously 
donated the entire cost of signage to replace the old and faded signs at the end of the runway and also 
provided his personal labor to install the signs with assistance from Kelley Van Haitsma and Keith Olson. 
Helping Hicks to keep up appearances volunteer David Chalmers has repaired numerous taxiway speed 
limit signs and volunteers Suzanne Burke and Joe Burns consistently maintain a vibrant fresh floral appeal 
at the south gate entry with their green thumbs. 

Thanks to all the members who voluntarily conduct airport watch with a vigilant eye to help maintain the 
safety, security and well-being of the airfield. In line with the topic of airport security here is an excerpt 
from an article entitled: 3 Things Every Pilot Needs to Know About Airport Fences.  

"Fences serve as a barrier to protect the airfield assets. Fences keep honest people honest… if a 
person has real nefarious intentions then it is highly likely a chain-link fence will only serve to 
slow them down. But, that means that it will take longer to complete whatever nefarious activity 
they set out to commit. As a result, there is a greater chance they will get caught or possibly even 
‘spooked’ away.   

Moreover, fences provide enough of a barrier to stop individuals who are aimless and don’t have 
nefarious intentions but have a lack of motivation to go elsewhere to cause trouble. Essentially 
dealing with the fence is too much of a hassle for these individuals looking for the “low hanging 
fruit” type of trouble to cause. It’s much easier to go tip over some trash containers into a yard 
than to get through a security fence and trash an airplane (or burglarize a hangar) at the local 
airport.

On another note, the fence will keep those who don’t know any better out of the Airport 
Operations Area. This means everyone from nosey tourists to children who could inadvertently 
walk into/break a pitot tube, rudder, etc.  At an extreme level, the fence will prevent children (or 
anyone else) from running into a spinning propeller, which would be the worst possible scenario.”

There are many reasons why airport fencing and secured gates are considered essential aspects of airport 
security, not least the fact that they outline boundaries, but also help to ensure the safety of those within 
and those outside the perimeter. According to AOPA, continuous improvements have been made to 
airport and aircraft safety with 92 percent of general aviation airports now having security fencing and 
secured gates.

On a related note, the following is excerpted from TSA security guidelines for general aviation airports 
which can be found on TSA.gov.  The National Business Aviation Association has developed a list of Best 
Security Practices which include:   

• Ensure facility perimeter security with effective fencing, lighting, security patrols, gates, and limited 
access areas.  
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• Ensure street-side gates (and doors) are closed and locked at all times  

• Require positive access control for all external gates and doors     

•  Close and lock hangar doors when that area is unattended. 

• Secure key storage areas (parts and tools, etc.)  

• Use an access control management system for keys and passes. 

• Confirm the identity and rightful presence of each passenger, vendor, and visitor prior to allowing 
access to airport, facilities and aircraft. 

• Use a government issued photo ID to verify identity of any visitor or vendor. 

• Escort all visitors on the ramp and in the hangar areas. 

• Be aware of your surroundings and do not be complacent—challenge strangers. 

Please be reminded to contact your board if you see any suspicious or inappropriate activity or note 
safety/security concerns or issues. 

Airport scuttlebutt (along with construction activities on the property) continues to indicate               
there are plans afoot to lease the terminal building located directly adjacent to our main taxiway. The 
commercial tenant allegedly has plans to operate a restaurant serving alcohol and intends for this business 
to open for service to the general public smack dab in the center of what should be a secure Airport 
Operations and Ramp Area. To date, there has been no commercial business use application made to the 
board nor has any approval or permission been sought by the property owner or any prospective tenant in  
this regard. 

Generally speaking, a business becomes a problem if it creates a nuisance within a community or when it 
changes the nature or character of the community.  Without reservation, the disruption of traffic and an 
influx of vehicles that have no affiliation with the airfield clogging our taxiways, impeding aircraft 
operations (and quite possibly accessing our active runway) creates both a nuisance and changes the 
nature and character of the community. Additionally, with a commercial restaurant tenant, there would be 
the issue of an influx of large numbers of customers who would be coming and going on our airfield as 
unvetted strangers. They may be oblivious, unaware, uneducated, untrained and/or unconcerned with the 
safety rules and protocols for driving vehicles on airport taxiways, driving and walking about the airfield 
and around our members private property, along with the ensuing traffic and parking issues. These include 
customers and employees parking their vehicles in places where they should not be and the safety, 
security, and privacy concerns and aircraft movement and liability issues that come with that. 
Unfortunately, we've seen all of the above and more before.                                                                                                                                      

Apart from creating a nuisance and safety hazard, such increased traffic will negatively affect and impact 
the airfield and its residents and inflict additional burden and unnecessary wear and tear to our taxiways, 
driving up maintenance and repair costs and insurance expenses for the membership. 

Our insurance carrier has been contacted to inquire what effect such an enterprise would have on our 
liability policy and rates. Our inquiry has been forwarded to their underwriters for determination. It 
would not come as a surprise if we learn this would either result in cancellation of our liability policy or at 
the very least an extreme rate hike.    

If you feel this is not an appropriate venture and activity to operate here please let your board know and 
also please let Rio Concho (the owner of this property) know if you object.
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Again please volunteer, get to know your neighbors, come to our socials, look out for each other and we 
will be a more cohesive association.

Until next time, “Blue Skies and Tail Winds!”

In Fellowship,                                                                                                                                                     
John Unangst                                                                                                                                                
President, HAPA    

Hicks Airfield Pilots Association May 12, 2022 Board Meeting 

Minutes prepared by Jody Smith for this meeting.

Meeting was called to order by HAPA President John Unangst at 7:15 p.m. at Hangar 729.

Board of Directors present: John Unangst, Marlin Klotz, Roy Geer, Tom Boback, Jody Smith.

Directors present via Zoom: Jeff Sheets and Tim Bero.

Eighteen HAPA Members present at the meeting.

Summary of Closed Session of the Board of Directors:

     Success of collecting late fees

     General Discussion of septic issue research

     2021 Income Taxes complete

Motion to approve April 14th minutes made by Roy Geer, seconded by Tim Bero.  Passed 7-0.

President’s Remarks:

• CCR’s need to be reviewed and rewritten as many items in them are no longer applicable and other 
items may need to be refined or added. Volunteers needed, please contact John Unangst.

• Financial Update: We have over $585,000 on hand and in April we spent $613.51 less than brought in.  
April reports available online.

• Septic/Sewer: Continuous research and study of our issues, problems and possible answers continues.  
Also maintenance and repairs continue on septic fields in need.

A 22 page update was presented at the board meeting. See below. 
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Questions from the audience on Septic Presentation:

• Will the board make a decision without bringing it to the HAPA Members: No

• Will different sections of the field be treated differently: Not known at this time.

• Can we tie into the FW sewer system: From Tom Boback: Feasibility study is still underway. Recent bit 
of good news from the engineering firm saying we do have access to city sewer and they are currently 
talking with the city about that, and are going to include the comparison costs of going that route in the 
study, as well as the costs of going the treatment plant route.

Another update from Tom Boback: A septic engineer reviewing field 752 referencing a possible redesign to 
increase efficiency/function. If they think it would work, a plan would be submitted to TC/TCEQ for 
single field approval/waiver for re-design. No fees have been paid to engineers at this time.

In conclusion on the Septic System issue: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!  We have many opportunities to 
use our residents' help to solve this!  We have 22 fields to consider. Please consider volunteering your 
knowledge and possible manpower. Contact: John Unangst

Comment from board member Jody Smith:

Hicks is unique, we are unique. To make Hicks work, we need volunteers, please. It may be just a 
short discussion, a short project, or something long-term. All the board members and the Airport 
Manager are volunteers, but to really get the big picture and to get more done, we need 
volunteers. Through volunteering, we will not only make Hicks better, but we make new friends 
and acquaintances. I just completed one year of owning a home at Hicks, and have made great 
new friends through not only living here, but by volunteering here. I will attempt to make myself 
available as well as my hangar when I can to assist!

Northgate Lawsuit Update:

The next hearing to be held will be May 26, where both parties will present their counter claims. 
Chad Lampkins who assisted David Coker will be retained for this process. Nothing new to 
report until following the May 26th hearing.

Restaurant:   

Looks as though progress is going ahead. Word is that the “owners’ will be serving “free” alcohol 
prior to the issuance of a liquor license. It is not known about their actual liability coverage.  
Waiting for the day that an event occurs to investigate liability is way too late. Free alcohol from a 
restaurant on an active taxiway at the end of the runway is not safe!

Possible secondary gate on north end of airport to assist in pilot mobility: Discussion on necessity of an 
additional ingress/egress. Thank you to those who volunteered to talk to neighbors.

Old Business:

Mowing: 

Jerry Althaus has picked up the ball and now servicing our mowing needs. From Tom Boback: I’ve 
had nothing but positive feedback from residents regarding his work. Please let us know if you see 
any missed areas! Thank you Jerry.
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Thanks and Praise:  

Thank you to Ryan Cox, Kelley Van Haitsma and Keith Olson! Due to these volunteers, the old 
and faded signs at the ends of the runway were updated and replaced this past weekend. Ryan Cox 
volunteered to pay the cost of the new signage, out of pocket. Thank you! After seeing the way 
these signs look, directional signs at the ends of taxiways showing the hangar numbers on that 
taxiway would be perfect! Volunteers!

Thank you David Chalmers, a long-time tenant/resident here, has already fixed multiple taxiway 
speed limit signs and has volunteered to continue that effort going forward if we obtain the 
necessary materials.

Thank you to our social committee and their spouse and subs! You always host great socials and 
meetings! We appreciate you! Diane, Tony, Scott, Colleen. Mary and Mike filled in this month.

Thank you Suzanne and Joe for our entryway flower beds!

Meeting Adjourned at: 8:05 pm  Motion by Marlin, Second by Roy.  Vote:  7-0

Next HAPA Board of Directors Meeting: June 9th  7:00 p.m. Hangar #729
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Contacts   (Who to Contact about What)  
2022 Officers                        
John Unangst President 
ubangi2000@att.net 
817-300-6670 cell    
817-439-3904 office

                                           
Marlin Klotz Vice President  
marlin.klotz@kiewit.com 
817-412-8786                             

Jeff Sheets Secretary 
hapa.sec21@gmail.com 
817-488-5013

                                               
Jody Smith Treasurer 
hapa.treasurer2022@gmail.com     
(817) 991-7800 

2022 Board Members           
John Unangst 817-300-6670 cell 
817-439-3904 office 
hapa.prez@gmail.com

Jody Smith (817) 991-7800 
hapa.vp.2022@gmail.com

                                                 
Jeff Sheets 817-488-5013 
hapa.sec21@gmail.com 

Marlin Klotz 817-412-8786  
marlin.klotz@kiewit.com

                                               
Tom Boback 214-929-4833 
tbob17@msn.com 

Tim Bero 503-314-8880 
comp6flyer@gmail.com 

Roy Geer 817-253-1795 
vgeer@swbell.net  

HAPA Dues Barbara Gaskins HAPATreas22@gmail.com

Architectural Marlin Klotz 817-412-8786 marlin.klotz@kiewit.com

John Unangst 817-300-6670 ubangi2000@att.net

Bryan Martin 817-798-7792 bm@bitwise.com

Septic Tom Boback 214-929-4833 tbob17@msn.com 

Newsletter Lois Kinman 214-493-9068  loisvkinman@yahoo.com  

Social Diane Dubeansky 915-549-3333  

Colleen Unick 817-821-8340 

South Gate Directory Database  Morry Anderson 817-703-9021 morry.anderson@gmail.com 

South Gate Emergency    Marlin Klotz   817-412-8796 marlin.klotz@kiewit.com

Tables & Chairs    Bill Guy 817-937-8977 williamguy44@att.net

Webmaster    Brock Street 817-779-4664 brockcstreet@gmail.com 

Airport Manager    Steve Grace 817-239-2432     hicks.t67.manager@gmail.com
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HAPA DIRECTORY INFO 

The HAPA membership directory is now online. To access the directory, go to www.t67.org and log into 
your account. From here, you can also manage your privacy settings. 

Creating an account gives the board an opportunity to contact you should there be an emergency at your 
hangar, an ELT signal related to your aircraft, a flight plan that was not closed, or other need for 
contacting you. 

• If you haven’t yet provided created an account at www.t67.org, please do! We would like to be able to 
contact as many HAPA members as possible via email. 

• This is YOUR newsletter. Please submit articles, pictures, thoughts, etc to the newsletter publisher. 

• If you have an issue and would like to address the HAPA BOD during a Board meeting, Please contact 
the HAPA President to be put on the agenda. 

• For South Gate Directory Changes contact Morry Anderson at morry.anderson@gmail.com or login to 
www.t67.org and choose “Gate Codes”. 

• For Emergency South Gate Issues, call Marlin Klotz at 817-412-8786
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Septic Field Information  
Check out the info below and see if you are up to speed!! 

Do’s & Don’ts 
Do use environmentally friendly liquid detergents for washing machines and dishwashers.  

Don’t use liquid fabric softener.

Do use dryer sheets.

Don’t pour grease into drains. Grease won’t break down and will solidify in your system. 

Do dispose of it in the garbage as solid waste.

Don’t use garbage disposals as a trash can. Garbage disposals are to be used for table food 
scraps. (ex: No corn husks, paper, meat bones)

Don’t wait until the weekend to do the whole weeks’ worth of laundry.

Do spread out the laundry over the course of the week, so you don’t over work your drain field.

Do use bleach in moderation. Large amounts of chlorine kills the good bacteria needed to 
maintain a healthy septic system.

Don’t flush anything that is not septic safe toilet paper or waste down the toilet. (ex: feminine 
products and baby wipes)

Do remember, if it’s toxic to you... it is also toxic to the septic system. 

Don’t Flush It 
Homeowners wanting to take good care of their septic systems should make note of the 
following items that should never be flushed down the drain or toilet. These items can overtax or 
destroy the biological digestion taking place within the system or clog pumps and pipes.

Take care not to flush the following: 

• hair combings, coffee grounds, dental floss, disposable diapers, or kitty litter,

• sanitary napkins, tampons, cigarette butts, or condoms, gauze bandages, fat, grease, or oil, 
paper towels, shop towels and NEVER flush chemicals that could contaminate surface and 
groundwater, such as: paints, varnishes, thinners, waste oils, photographic solutions, or 
pesticides.  
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