Hicks
Airfield Pilots
Association

FLAPPINGS
Serving the owners and tenants of
Hicks Airfield, Fort Worth, Texas (Tango 67)
April/May 2020

Focusing on Safety
Pages 3-6
IN THIS ISSUE:

Page
2:
Page
3-5:
Page
6:
Page
7-8:
Page
9:
Page 10-13:
Page
14:
Page 15-16:

VOLUME 35 ISSUE 3

HAPA Contacts
Focusing on Safety
Safety Rules
HAPA Settlement Offer
Rio Concho’s Counter Offer
Meeting Minutes
Septic Do’s & Don’ts Notice
Notices

Contacts
(Who to Contact about What)
2020 Board Of Directors
Marlin Klotz (President)
Brock Street (Vice Pres)
Mary Reddick (Secretary)
Bob Avery (Treasurer)
Jeff Allred
Tom Boback

817-412-8786
817-779-4664
817-992-2311
817-371-7024
817-371-0681
214-929-4833

marlin.klotz@kiewit.com
manager@t67.org
mdr1054@yahoo.com
boba@averytools.com
512aviator@gmail.com
tbob17@msn.com

Marc Foreman & Associates
Monica Knesek
817-732-3200

monica@MarcForemanCPA.com

Architectural
Bob Avery, Sec 1
Don Davis Sec. 2 and 3

boba@averytools.com
dld@airmail.net

817-371-7024
817-919-4593

Newsletter
VOLUNTEER NEEDED!
Airport Support Network Volunteer
VOLUNTEER NEEDED!
Septic
Tom Boback

214-929-4833

Social
Diane Dubeansky
Lori Stull

918-549-3333
847-452-8558

tbob17@msn.com

South Gate Directory Database
Morry Anderson
817-703-9021

morry.anderson@gmail.com

South Gate Emergency
Marlin Klotz

817-412-8796

marlin.klotz@kiewit.com

Tables & Chairs:
Bob Avery

817-371-7024

boba@averytools.com

Webmaster
Brock Street

817-779-4664

manager@t67.org

Airport Manager
Brock Street

817-779-4664

manager@t67.org

NEXT BOARD MEETING: TBD, pending resolution of COVID restrictions
Pro Aircraft Lobby, 137 Aviator Drive
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Focusing on Safety
Visitor traffic to Hicks Airfield has rapidly increased over the last several
years. With such growth, an alarming increase of incidents involving vehicles nearly
colliding with aircraft has occurred. Most notable are vehicles failing to abide by the
warning signs and safety rules, resulting in near-missed catastrophic accidents on the
runway. Traffic congestion on weekends and holidays has only compounded problems,
with vehicles blocking taxiways while aircraft attempt to taxi to or from the runway. After receiving numerous reports and complaints from members , the Board determined steps needed to be implemented to better protect lives and property, as well as
defend potential injury lawsuits that might arise.

Though we increased warning signage in hopes drivers would remain off the runway, we continued to receive complaints of vehicles not abiding by safety rules and
runway incidents with vehicles. The idea of closing the south gate was presented to the
board to prevent the general public from accidentally placing themselves in danger.
This was publically discussed at the March 12th board meeting.
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Focusing on Safety
(continued)

The Board, after considerable debate, determined the airport would be safer by requiring member’s guests to know HAPA’s safety rules. Thus, the Board adopted the
plan to install new signage at the South gate reflecting the Safety Rules (see page 6),
upon signage approval by BNSF. The member could give her/his guests the code to
open the gate after being assured the guests had been educated on the Safety Rules.
Notice was sent March 31st of the plan to close the gate beginning May 1st. On
May 1st, the gate was reprogrammed to require a clicker or gate code for access. Official Safety Rules for members to provide to their guests, and for publishing on new
gate signage, were also adopted by the Board.
On May 8th, 2020, HAPA received a notice of a lawsuit from Rio Concho Aviation under the direction of Barbara “Barbie” Brunson. HAPA retained an attorney in
the matter. At the initial hearing, the Court issued a Temporary Restraining Order requiring the south gate to remain open from 7am - 9pm daily. The Court did not say that
HAPA did not have the right to regulate the hours for the gate. But, the Governor’s restrictions on restaurants limited capacity apparently influenced his decision to grant the
Temporary Restraining Order. The next hearing will be a Temporary Injunction Hearing to determine if the gate will remain open until the case can go to trial.
The Board does not want HAPA to be involved in any lawsuits. We have attempted to settle the Rio Concho/Brunson lawsuit and implement safety measures. The
HAPA Settlement Offer submitted to Rio Concho is shown on pages 7 and 8. It proposes use of a crossing arm with the Safety Rules on new gate signage. Directly above the
button to open the crossing arm would be posted: “I have read the posted Safety Rules
and will abide by them”. This should help educate guests, reduce traffic congestion,
help prevent runway incursions and accidents, as well as aiding HAPA should a personal injury lawsuit arise.
Unfortunately, Rio Concho/Brunson rejected the HAPA Settlement Offer (see
pages 7-8), and Rio Concho/Brunson’s Counter Offer, shown on page 9, was rejected
for several good reasons. It eliminates the safeguards for the crossing arm designed to
compel quests to read and agree to the Safety Rules before entering, to prevent traffic
congestion, and to aid HAPA’s defense in personal injury cases.
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Focusing on Safety
(continued)

In the interim, HAPA plans to install additional signage at the south entrance as
well as at runway entrances to try to help keep everyone safe. We obtained bids for
runway guard lights (the yellow alternating lights at runway entrances you have probably seen at larger airports), but the bid was over $40,000. We continue to research
more affordable alternatives.
The Board needs your feedback on the HAPA Settlement Offer (pages 7-8)
and the Rio Concho/Brunson Counter Offer (page 9). A ballot will be sent to all
members via first class mail in the coming days. Please return this ballot along with
any ideas you have regarding safety at the airport. Together, we hope to make positive
change to ensure everyone can enjoy a safe experience at Hicks.
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Focusing on Safety
(continued)

Hicks Airfield

Safety Rules and Regulations

1. Airport access is limited to airport owners, tenants, pilots, and guests. All parties entering the airport who are not owners or pilots must receive safety instructions from
the property owner prior to entry. Safety instructions should include, but are not
limited to, the rules contained below.
2. Gate codes may be distributed to guests only after a complete safety briefing has
been given and an understanding has been expressed by the guest. If gate codes are
distributed without associated safety instructions, the offender’s code will be removed from the database. The offender will not be entitled to a new code until any
associated fines are paid in full.
3. No person or vehicle, other than lawfully operated aircraft, shall enter the runway or
runway safety zones. Runway safety zones include the grass areas surrounding the
runway.
4. All automobiles must yield to aircraft. Automobiles in the path of an aircraft shall
immediately pull off of the taxiway into the nearest apron until the aircraft has
passed. If this is not possible, the automobile should turn around and depart the path
of the aircraft.
5. The maximum permissible speed is 15 mph throughout the entirety of the property.
6. Taxiways must remain unobstructed within 30 feet of the taxiway centerline.

7. Persons must not approach an aircraft under power. An aircraft which is not under
power must not be touched without the consent of the aircraft owner.

8. No vehicle may be operated on any grass area.
9. Deviations from rules are permitted for emergency situations to protect the life or
property of another. Additionally, deviations are authorized for maintenance and other purposes as directed by the board of directors.
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HAPA Settlement Offer
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HAPA Settlement Offer
(Continued)
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Rio Concho Counter Offer
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Septic Field Information
Check out the info below and see if you are up to speed!!

Do’s & Don’ts

* Do use envir onmentally fr iendly liquid deter gents for washing machines and dishwasher s.
* Don’t use liquid fabr ic softener .
* Do use dr yer sheets.
* Don’t pour gr ease into dr ains. Gr ease won’t break down and will solidify in your system.
* Do dispose of it in the gar bage as solid waste.
* Don’t use gar bage disposals as a tr ash can. Gar bage disposals ar e to be used for table food
scraps. (ex: No corn husks, paper, meat bones)
* Don’t wait until the weekend to do the whole weeks’ worth of laundry.
* Do spr ead out the laundr y over the cour se of the week, so you don’t over work your drain field.
 Do use bleach in moder ation. Lar ge amounts of chlor ine kills the good bacter ia needed to maintain a healthy septic system.
* Don’t flush anything that is not septic safe toilet paper or waste down the toilet. (ex: feminine
products and baby wipes)
* Do r emember , if it’s toxic to you… it is also toxic to the septic system.

Don’t Flush It
Homeowners wanting to take good care of their septic systems should make note of the following items
that should never be flushed down the drain or toilet. These items can overtax or destroy the biological
digestion taking place within the system or clog pumps and pipes.
Take care not to flush the following:
 hair combings, coffee grounds, dental floss, disposable diapers, or kitty litter,
 sanitary napkins, tampons, cigarette butts, or condoms,
gauze bandages, fat, grease, or oil, paper towels, shop towels
and NEVER flush chemicals that could contaminate surface and groundwater, such as:
paints, varnishes, thinners, waste oils, photographic solutions, or pesticides.
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2020 HAPA DIRECTORY INFO
The HAPA membership directory is now online. To access the directory, go to
www.t67.org and log into your account. From here, you can also manage your privacy
settings.
Creating an account gives the board an opportunity to contact you should there be an
emergency at your hangar, an ELT signal related to your aircraft, a flight plan that was
not closed, or other need for contacting you.

HAPA MONTHLY
ASSESSMENTS
ALL MONTHLY DUES ARE
PAYABLE UPON RECEIPT.
THEY ARE PAST DUE IF
NOT RECEIVED BY THE
20TH OF THE MONTH!!
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APRIL/MAY 2020 Flappings!
The Official Newsletter of Hicks Airfield Pilots Association

Notices:


If you haven’t yet provided created an account at www.t67.org, please do! We would like to be able to contact
as many HAPA members as possible via email.



This is YOUR newsletter– Please submit articles, pictures, thoughts, etc to the newsletter publisher.



The BOD is looking for volunteers Please Contact any Board member to volunteer to help with the



If you have an issue and would like to address the HAPA BOD during a Board meeting, Please contact HAPA
President Marlin Klotz to be put on the agenda. Our next Board meeting date is TBD pending resolution of
COVID restrictions



For South Gate Directory Changes or Issues contact Morry Anderson at
morry.anderson@gmail.com or login to www.t67.org an choose “Gate Codes”.



For Emergency South Gate Issues, call Marlin Klotz at 817-412-8786



The HAPA Runway Reserve Fund received a fraudulent debit of $8,000. This was immediately noted, and the account was frozen. The following day, several more debit attempts
were made. The account was closed and a new account was re-opened. The debit was disputed with our bank, and the funds should be returned soon.

continuing improvement of Hicks Airfield.
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