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president’s Corner 

By Gene de Bullet   
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          Editorial         By Roger Latham 

 

 Just in case anyone breathing oxygen in Fort Worth missed it, on September 22, 

2012 the United States Navy commissioned a brand new ship and called it the USS 

Fort Worth (LCS-3.) It’s been in the paper and on TV a few times. 

 

 I am a landlubber. I know to my SEAL buddies this fact my render me persona 

non grata and that that my Navy aviator friend find me wholly unwelcome at the next 

Las Vegas Tail-Hook event … drat the luck … but it is the sad truth. It is this fact 

which cast me into a state of befuddled confusion when first confronted with the term 

“Plankowner.”   

 

Skipper Captain T.D. Smyers (USN Capt. Ret.) to the rescue. 

 

 Seems a Plankowner is a member of the first crew of any new Navy ship. This 

fact became much more important to me when the Skipper gave me a mission to cre-

ate Plankowner plaques for presentation at the commissioning of the USS Fort 

Worth.  

 

Why is this important to HAPA?  I designed and made them right here on 

Hicks Airfield; and they were a huge hit and they now travel the world. 

 

The USS Fort Worth is the most technologically advanced ship in the Navy. It is 

a jet boat - no prop and has a 15 foot draft. This war ship could navigate the Trinity 

River and kill or destroy anything in its path. 
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          Flying Safety 
Flying Safety 

By Mike Bruno 

 

You’ve probably all seen the dramatic video of the aircraft at Northwest Regional Airport 

(52F )that hit an SUV while attempting to land. If not, take a look: http://

thescoopblog.dallasnews.com/2012/11/small-plane-hits-car-as-it-lands-in-roanoke-skids-

off-runway  

 

Of course, the investigation will take months, but the video, along with commentary by 

the SUV driver and the airport manager, makes it pretty clear what happened. The driver 

of the SUV wasn’t even thinking about the possibility of an airplane getting in his way, 

and the pilot, while apparently very low on final, didn’t appear to see the car at all. Thank-

fully, everyone walked away to explain their side of the story to the info-people who 

quickly arrived on the scene.  

 

Sound familiar? As we all know, the taxiway situation at Hicks is also somewhat less than 

optimum. As a case in point, I was taxiing my big red and white airplane at Hicks the oth-

er day, and almost got hit by a motorcycle. While I think that that my 9-foot paddle-

bladed prop would have gotten the better of the encounter, it would have been tragic 

nonetheless. The motorcyclist was coming down one of the short taxiways between the T-

hangars, and had to slam on his brakes at the last second. Even though the YAK is not a 

tail dragger, the nose sits high, and the big radial engine makes it very difficult to see for-

ward, especially for those of us who are vertically challenged. I did see him, though, and 

hit the brakes just in time. The part I really didn’t like was that the motorcyclist then 

“waved me on”, as if we were two cars at a four-way stop and he was being a nice guy. 

This rider was clueless about airplanes.  

 

So, the lesson is that airfields like Northwest Regional and Hicks are wonderful places, 

but due to their mix of airplane and non-airplane traffic are unfortunately disasters waiting 

to happen, and this isn’t going to change.  

 

Be careful out there! 

http://thescoopblog.dallasnews.com/2012/11/small-plane-hits-car-as-it-lands-in-roanoke-skids-off-runway
http://thescoopblog.dallasnews.com/2012/11/small-plane-hits-car-as-it-lands-in-roanoke-skids-off-runway
http://thescoopblog.dallasnews.com/2012/11/small-plane-hits-car-as-it-lands-in-roanoke-skids-off-runway


VOLUME 28 ISSUE 4                                                                                                                   13                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 

             VOTING INSTRUCTIONS         

Instructions for Voting 

Hicks Airfield Pilots Association 

2012 Annual Meeting 

Effective September 1, 2011 ballots may be submitted electronically. To satisfy the requirements of this section, an elec-

tronic ballot means a ballot (1) given by email, facsimile or posting on an internet website; (2) for which the identity of the 

owner submitting the ballot can be confirmed and (3) for which the owner may receive a receipt of the electronic transmis-

sion and receipt of the owner’s ballot. 

When sending a ballot via fax, the machine you are sending it from will be able to print verification of transmittal, to whom 

and the date. It must be received in our office by noon (12:00 p.m.) on December 7, 2012. The fax number is 817-654-

1717. 

Should you desire to cast your vote by absentee ballot, please fill out the ballot, sign it and mail, or deliver in person, to 

Hicks Airfield Pilots Association, 9001 Airport Freeway, Suite 450, North Richland Hills, TX 76180 in time for it to arrive 

no later than December 7, 2012. You must have signed the ballot and filled out the address of lot for it to be valid. 

To vote by email, please fill out the ballot, scan and e-mail it to hapaelect2@yahoo.com. All email votes must be received 

by the close of business on December 7, 2012. You have a small amount of additional time because the mail and fax trans-

mittals are slower. Again, all ballots must be signed and have the address of your property to count. 

Please submit separate ballots for each of your lots. 

hapaelect2@yahoo.com is for ballot collection only. 

Please do not send your questions or comments to that address. 

 

Please direct your questions to Carol Moran at 682-325-5340 or e-mail cmoran@principal-mgmt.com. 
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HICK’S AIRFIELD PILOTS ASSOCIATION 

Minutes for Board Meeting 

Unfortunately, no minutes for the May, June, or July Board meetings were made 

available to Flappings. 

Submittal Policy:  The deadline for submission of articles, advertisements, 

minutes, and reports will be the 15th of the month. This should provide sufficient 

time to edit the layout of the newsletter so that it can be mailed & posted to www.t67.org by the first 

of the following month. Please provide input in MS Word format, if possible. Flappings will be availa-

ble online on or about the first of every month. All ads should be submitted to:   

                                            flappingseditor@yahoo.com. 

Board Meeting:  The September Board of Director’s meeting was held on the field and attended 

by the elected board members and several other guest. 

Mr. Ted Kelso reported that approximately ninety percent (90%) of the Phase II dranage plane 

is finish and final completion date would be around October 1, 2012. “OH HAPPY DAY” 

Other talking points of interest included discussion of the security breach at the northeast end 

of the airport, where gates and fences have been vandalized.  A survey was ordered to 

determine boundaries on this impacted part of our property. 

Some of our member/owners still have trouble keeping their personal property off the taxi 

ways and P.M.G. has advised that fines have, or soon will, be levied after warning letters have 

been issued. Those who maintain their property do so with the justifiable expectation that 

others will also comply with airport rules and restrictions. 

Lastly, let our new editor, Roger Latham, know if you have any articles of interest in mind for 

future editions of Flappings.  Romeolima47@hotmail.com  

 

 

mailto:flappingseditor@yahoo.com
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Sample Ballot 

 

HICKS AIRFIELD PILOTS ASSOCIATION 

ANNUAL MEETING 

December 08, 2012 

ELECTION VOTING BALLOT 

Vote for no more than Four (4): 

____ Jerry Baker 

____ Kurt Buchert 

____ Gene de Bullet 

____ Charles (Rusty) Morris 

____ Mike Reddick 

____ Bob Samson 

____ Cary Spivey 

____ Reb Stimson 

____ Write in Nominee __________________________________________ (please print) 

____ Write in Nominee __________________________________________ (please print) 

Signature: __________________________________ 

(YOUR Signature) 

Printed Name: ___________________________________________________ 

(YOUR Printed Name) 

Property/Lot Address: _________________________________ Aviator Drive 

Also sign the following if it applies to your property/lot: 

The Property/Lot identified above for which this vote is being cast is owned by more than one person or is owned by a business entity or corporation. 

The Property/Lot identified above has one vote only for which 

this vote is being cast is owned by more than one person or is owned by a business entity or hereby verify that I am the authorized individual to act on 

behalf of the Property/Lot for purposes of this vote. 

 

Signature: _______________________________________________________ 
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Financial reports 
As of October, 2012 -Submitted by Jim Usher, HAPA Treasurer 

                               

HAPA BALANCE SHEET 
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 Electricity  635  

 
4,374  

  
 Telephone  76  

 
505  

 
 Contracts  

   

  
 Mowing Contract  1,100  

 
4,061  

  
 Septic Field Contract  0  

 
0  

 
 Repairs and Maintenance  

   

  
 Electrical/Lights  0  

 
385  

  
 Fences/Gates/Walls  0  

 
0  

  
 Equipment/Tractor Repairs  0  

 
0  

  
 Sign Repair  0  

 
0  

  
 Pavement Repairs  0  

 
11,908  

  
 Plumbing  0  

 
0  

  
 Septic Field Repairs  0  

 
6,565  

  
 Airport Drainage  1,448  

 
13,728  

  
 Gas/Oil  0  

 
0  

 
 Other Expenses  

   

  
 Misc. Expenses  100  

 
100  

  
 Gate Transmitters Purchased  0  

 
0  

  
 Rounding Adj.  (1) 

 
(3) 

 
 Projects  

   

  
 Gate-South Entrance  0  

 
0  

  
 North Gates & Fences  0  

 
0  

 Total Expense  
 

8,334  
 

68,754  

   

  
 

  

 Net Income/(Loss)  12,714  54,714  
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See if you can find your editor in this picture. 

It was taken a few years ago;  I was younger then.   

Reminds me of that movie,  

“We Were Soldiers Once … And Young” 

Although my soldier experience was limited to defending America 

from blonde German women and trying to soak up all the German 

beer before it leaked past U.S. Customs, I was a soldier. 

93K MOS, Air Traffic Control 

JANUARY 17, 1979 
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Getting my derrière chewed out last year 

at Parris Island, by a sharply dressed but cranky  

Marine Drill Sergeants. 

Brought back such grand memories of Fort Polk.. 

Best part? 

I didn’t have to spend the night.  
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                CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

Metro Parts Inc :  566 at Hicks Airfield 
Over 30 years n the aircraft parts business!   

We work hundreds of manufactures and repair stations around the world.  
We can provide a reduction in cost and faster availability for you!  Parts re-

quest drop box by the front door-   
Drop off your requirements any time. 

 

                               Owner: Craig Poslick 
Office: 817-439-8484 
Fax: 817-439-8442 
Email: sales@metropartsinc.com  or metroparts@yahoo.com 
Cell:  817-368-2274 

New Advertiser! 

*****************************************
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                       AirFours 127 Aviator Dr    817.439.1550  

                     Certified and Experimental Aircraft Maintenance 

                                      Full Aircraft maintenance – airframe, engine, avionics 

                                                A&P and Avionics professionals on staff 

                         Composite Fabrication and Repair.  Avionics Installation, upgrades, and repairs. 

              Monday-Friday 7:00 AM –3:30 PM  Come see Jay, Chuck, or  Shane!    

Jay Hamilton President and CEO        jay@airfours.com    www.airfours.com    

     817.439.3051 (office)               817.713.9701 (cell)          817.439.3289 (fax)                 

Aircraft, parts, and service 
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Lot For Sale 
45X60 Concrete 
Pad. Water & Electric. 
Call 863-660-3613 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
        HANGARS 

 HANGARS and LOTS 
AVAILABLE 
DON DAVIS REALTY 

HICKS AIRFIELD, INC. 

SERVING HICKS AIRFIELD SINCE 1985 

JAN LARY, AGENT 817 715-4693 

jlddr@sbcglobal.net  
        

      LOT FOR SALE $45,000.00 
Located on the east side at the north end  

60’ X 80’ lot with a great view  

Water, Septic, Electric To Lot  

Lot will accommodate a 50’ X 55’ hangar  

 

GREAT LOT ON SOUTH END OF RUNWAY 

WONDERFUL LOCATION ON HIGH ELEVATION 

105 & 106 Aviator Drive / Lot 2-3 & 2-4, 

Block 1 

Lot 2-3 is 100’ north to south X 127.5’east 

to west, totaling 12,750 sf and fronts the 

runway. 

Lot 2-4 is 100’ north to south X 62.5’ east      

to west, totaling 6,250 sf. This lot sits 

directly behind lot 2-3 

Combining both lots you have 100’ wide north 

to south X 190’ deep east to west, totaling 

19,000 sf 

Set backs: 

75’ off of front property pin (west) 

5’ off of back (east) 

5’ off of north side 

30’ off of south side (30’ access easement) 

Maximum Hangar for this lot (combined 2 

lots) is: 

65’ wide north to south X 110’ deep 

east to west 

= 7,150 sf hangar 

Your hangar bifold doors may face 

west or south (or both) 

Water and electric are to the proper-

ty 

You must install a septic system to 

serve this hangar 

Priced to sell at $135,000.00 

              WANT TO RENT HANGAR   

           50 X 50   Will pay $700 per month    

              Looking for long term lease    

                  Call Bob: 214-415-1219  

                    or Judy 214-418-4706    
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

 

Hangar Sales and Leasing 
Build To Suit Hangars 

Property Management 
972-465-8400 
682-225-3262 

www.AirSpaceDFW.com  
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NEED POWER? 

Commercial and residential electri-

cal installation and repair. 

Lighting 

  Ceiling Fans 

  New Circuits 

 Diagnostic 

Jason Fischer  

     238 Aviator Dr. 

    (817) 807-6060 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

WANTED: 
 

Small ATV–  
200 CC or Less 
Call Bob Reed  
817-439-0757 

Need A Notary Public?                                
Hangar 501 Lab Resource ,Inc. 

  1-800-856-4070   Cell  (817) 522-6456  
501 Aviator Drive Fort Worth, Texas 76179  Come by 
Hangar 501 to get all of your documents notarized!    
There is only a $10.00 cash fee for every docu-
ment.   Hours Of Operation: Mon. - Fri. 8:30AM - 
5:00PM Weekends Will Gladly meet you. Ask for 
Stacey or leave a voicemail. 

      Sales and Services 

                 DIGITAL PROFESSIONAL PHOTO OF YOUR PLANE OR PET!    

                                                      CHECK IT OUT!    

The perfect Christmas gift. Unique custom work. I can also paint your plane or pet! Acrylic on 

natural marble or granite stone.  5 X 7 only $360. Go to www.judyates.com to view samples of 

my work. 30+ years experience. FREE personalization and FREE display easel.   Call Judy @ 

214-418-4706 to discuss details and prices.    

http://www.judyates.com/
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Board Of Directors 

Gene de Bullet (President)        817-335-4767 thebulletfortworth@hotmail.com 

Ted Kelso (Vice President) 817-721-4861  tedkelso@hotmail.com 

Jim Usher (Treasurer) 817-236-7506 jcusher@sbcglobal.net  

Roy Geer (Secretary) 817-253-1795  vgeer@swbell.net   
Bob Avery 817-439-8400     boba@averytools.com 

Lee Burgin  817-437-5567 alpinefuneralhome@sbcglobal.net 

Tom Martin 682-429-6901 tom.martin@hicksairport.com 

 

Principal Management Group 
Carol Moran 682-325-5340 cmoran@principal-mgmt.com 

Architectural 
Bob Avery                           817-439-8400            boba@averytools.com 

Tom Martin 682-429-6901            tom.martin@hicksairport.com        
Bryan Martin Sec.1 817-577-4866            bmartin@bitwise.com 
Don Davis Sec. 2 and 3        817-919-4593            dld@airmail.net    

Septic 
Carol Moran/Bob Avery  817-451-7300            cmoran@principal-mgmt.com 

Taxiway Repair 
Mike Olson  817-707-4323 olyandmary@AOL.com 
Runway/Taxiway Lights & Repair 

Bob Avery  817-439-8400 boba@averytools.com 
Airport Support Network Volunteer 

Don Browning  817-439-3240 71whiskeytango@att.net 
Website & Directory 

Michael Reddick  817-992-2411 mrr9447@yahoo.com 
Newsletter                                                          
Roger Latham 817-439-5511 flappingseditor@yahoo.com 

Drainage and Security Improvements 
Ted Kelso 817-721-4861 tedkelso@hotmail.com 

South Gate Emergency  
Roy Geer                            817-253-1795 vgeer@swbell.net                                                         
vgeer@swbell.net   

South Gate Directory Database 
Jim Usher                                                             jcusher@sbcglobal.net 
 

Table & Chairs 

The HAPA Tables & Chairs are available to any current HAPA Member for personal use on the Airport 

Property for activities such as parties, meetings, etc.   

Please contact Judy or Bob Avery at 817-439-8400 or boba@averytools.com   

Contacts   
(Who to Contact about What) 

mailto:tedkelso@hotmail.com
mailto:jcusher@sbcglobal.net
mailto:vgeer@swbell.net
mailto:bavery@averytools.com
mailto:alpinefuneralhome@sbcglobal.net
mailto:thomas.martin3315@SBCglobal.net
mailto:thomas.martin3315@SBCglobal.net
mailto:cmoran@principal-mgmt.com
mailto:bavery@averytools.com
mailto:thomas.martin3315@SBCglobal.net
mailto:thomas.martin3315@SBCglobal.net
mailto:bmartin@bitwise.com
mailto:dld@airmail.net
mailto:cmoran@principal-mgmt.com
mailto:olyandmary@AOL.com
mailto:bavery@averytools.com
mailto:71whiskeytango@att.net
mailto:mrr9447@yahoo.com
mailto:flappingseditor@yahoo.com
mailto:tedkelso@hotmail.com
mailto:jcusher@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bavery@averytools.com
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NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2012 Flappings!  
        The Official Newsletter of Hicks Airfield Pilots Association 

Notices: 

 We are continually updating the online version of the HAPA membership directory. If your info 

needs updating please email Mike Reddick at mrr9447@yahoo.com 

 If you haven’t yet provided an email address, please do!  We would like to be able to contact as 

many HAPA members as possible via email. 

 This is YOUR newsletter– Please submit articles, pictures, thoughts, etc by the 15th of 

the month. 

 The 2012BOD is looking for volunteers  Please Contact any Board member to volunteer 

to help with the continuing improvement of Hicks Airfield. 

 If you have an issue and would  like to address the HAPA BOD during a Board meeting, Please 

contact Gene de Bullet. 

 For Emergency South Gate Issues, call Roy Geer 817-253-1795 

 For South Gate Directory Changes contact Jim Usher  at                      

hapagate@yahoo.com 

 Board of Directors Meeting: Thursday, October 11, Hangar 111 

HAPA  

100 Aviator Dr 
Ft Worth, TX  76179 

PRSRT STD 

US POSTAGE PAID 
FORT WORTH ,  TX   

PERMIT NO. 4081 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

!  

Please patronize our café!! 

mailto:mrr9447@yahoo.com

