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President’s Corner
By Gene de Bullet

Members and families,
Welcome to another Texas summer at Hicks.
There really is not a lot going on right now; the taxiways sealant, the septic issues and Phase
II of drainage maintenance are moving forward. (That’s the good news).
We do have a problem with vandalism on the North end gates that costs you, the member,
through your dues to repair, replace or close them. It has been recently reported that a section
of fence and an entire gate has been torn down on our north boundary (far north road). Any
information would be appreciated and kept confidential. We seem to be going in reverse trying to secure our airport. We have also experienced some disorderly conduct; a disturbance
has been reported and those involved know who they are.
There has been some blocking of the East taxiways, all of which violate our rules. We sometimes forget this is an airport and not an old Tennessee Williams movie. Please help us by being a good neighbor, put your things in your hangar and not on the taxiway, and watch your
dogs please.
Lastly, security patrols cost money but a “neighborhood watch” costs nothing. If you see anything that looks suspicious or is an outright crime, give the Tarrant County Sheriff’s Office a
911 call or report it to any Board of Directors member, or Carol Moran (PMG).
Word for the month from the Sudusky case is Historionic Personality Disorder – uncomfortable in situations in which he or she is not the center of attention – Wow!!

Board of Directors
Next meeting:
Thursday, August 9, September 13, Hangar 111 6:30 PM

To have your concern placed on the agenda
please contact your local board member.
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Editorial

By Mike Bruno

The hot summer rolls along at Hicks, but I’ve been lucky enough to be flying to
some “cool” places this summer, mainly Brussels, Belgium, which was typically 65-75
degrees and rainy, and Buenos Aires Argentina, where it’s mid-winter. A perfect respite
from the Texas summer! I have been flying the Brussels trips out of New York’s JFK airport, so I spent some time in the City, too. One of the perks we still get.
Flying the North Atlantic is usually tedious but everything must be done according
to the procedures laid out by the NAT (North Atlantic Track) authorities, or you wind up
with some explaining to do. Of course, you are out of radar contact for hours, so position
reports must be made though radio operators to air traffic control. These reports must be
very precise; a change of estimate for your next point (usually 400nm away) must not
vary by more than +- 2 minutes, or an update is required. Some of our aircraft have automatic position reporting capability through SATCOM; with others you must make High
Frequency (HF) radio reports just like the good old days.
So, there I was a few days ago, “feet wet” east of Gander, Newfoundland, and I received a weather report indicating thunderstorms over our track, Track “U”, at about 60
degrees N latitude and 40 degrees W Longitude. Somewhere south of Greenland. Not
good. There are usually hundreds of aircraft heading the same way as you with only one
degree of Latitude, ten minutes in trail, and 1,000 feet of altitude separation, so it is a real
emergency if you need to deviate without clearance. (See picture on page 10.) And revised clearances can take a long time. In this case, it took about 15 minutes to get a revised clearance to track “V”, south of the weather. After re-computing the fuel, determining that the alternates were still legal (including Equal Time Point alternates to keep us
within 180 minutes of land in case an engine fails), and reprogramming the route, Gander
told us we had to climb to FL 370. Unfortunately, we couldn’t for a few hours. Another
30 minutes of wrangling got us track “T”, 100 miles further north, and another round of
fuel computations and weather checking. All this in the dark, with my dinner getting
cold!! But the ride was smooth, the tailwinds good, and we arrived in Brussels (BRU)15
minutes early the next morning in nice cool rain showers. Not all North Atlantic trips are
routine!
Another recent trip, this one to the Buenos Aires, Argentina (EZE), brought more
challenges. This is about a ten hour trip, with landing at BA about 7 in the morning. The
forecast was for dense fog at our arrival time, with the temperature 10C and the dew point
10C. All the alternates which we would have preferred, which would have company
agents, maintenance, and facilities available, were also forecasting fog. We had several
alternates with good weather, but without company facilities.
Continued on page 6
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Flying Safety

Does this look like skid marks from someone doing a short-field landing on Runway 32? Actually, it was from an emergency landing on 14!
Tom Boback was departing on 14 in his recently completed RV 8 when the engine suddenly lost power. He quickly lowered the nose and saw the departure
end of the runway still in front of him. He managed to put the airplane back
down and get it stopped before the numbers at the far end!
This is noteworthy because too often, when faced with an engine failure on departure, pilots will fail to lower the nose enough and stall, or will try to stretch
the glide too far and wind up in an undesirable location. Hats off to Tom!
BTW, the problem was an air inlet box failure that restricted airflow to the engine.
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oPINION

by Mike Bruno

I thought I’d use this opportunity to pass on a few closing thoughts as I turn over the typewriter to a new editor. I think that the current Board of Directors is doing a fine job of running our airport. The runway and taxiways have been improved, security increased, and
drainage projects completed. I’m sure most of you realize that being a member of the HAPA
board is a generally thankless job that requires a lot of time and patience. I sincerely thank
them, and all the other volunteers (most of whom are listed on page 19) for their service.
I do have a major concern about Hicks, though, and that is its future. You only have to look
a mile south of here to see what sometimes happens to a once vibrant airfield once its usefulness is outlived.
In my opinion, the CCRs, which all owners signed, are very clear:
From the Fifth Amendment to Hicks Airfield CCRs, dated 9/29/98:
Section 6 c Use of Silverado Tract (Page 13):
...The Silverado Tract may only be used for aircraft hangars, general office use, airport
related commercial business, and Common Areas related to the use thereof.
Article X Miscellaneous Provisions E. Uses: (Page 18):
…...the owners of lots on the property ….shall have the right to use their lots for general
office use and for all airport related commercial businesses, provided, however, that
such uses are consistent with the maintenance of the property as a first class private
airfield.
From the Declaration of CCRs dated 26 September 1996:
Exhibit “C” (Deed restrictions for Hangars [5]) (prohibited uses) (g):
…...nor shall anything done therein which may reasonably be or become an annoyance
to other property owners.
Continued on page 7
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HICK’S AIRFIELD PILOTS ASSOCIATION
Minutes for Board Meeting
Unfortunately, no minutes for the May, June, or July Board meetings were made
available to Flappings.
Continued from page 3
This means that a diversion would result in unknown degrees of hassle regarding fueling,
flight planning, maintenance, and passenger handling. The official EZE weather was reporting 100 RVR (100 meters Runway Visual Range visibility, measured by transmissometers)
Our trusty Boeing 767 was certified for 75m but the runway for only 200m, (with the autoland system and runway lighting fully operational), so we could not legally shoot the approach. Later, we were advised by company dispatch that other air carrier aircraft had
landed. I checked the weather again, and saw that they were still reporting 100 RVR. Being
fairly sure that no commercial aircraft could land with that reported visibility, I called our
dispatcher back in Fort Worth on the SAT phone (really nice to have!), and he said that the
tower would advise us of the actual visibility. Oh. Ok. Nice to know. Since we were still
100 miles away and talking to Resistencia Center, the First Officer contacted Ezeiza Tower
on VHF 2, and was given RVR 600, 400, 400. (Three transmissometers report touchdown,
mid, and rollout visibilities, and are required.) This was legal. The approach and landing
went smoothly, but I never saw the runway until we slowed down on landing roll. The
sportiest part was finding our way safely to the gate.
Well, although I’ve really enjoyed writing, editing, and publishing “Flappings”, I’m
afraid it’s time to pass it on to the next volunteer. It’s quite a bit of work for one person, but
very rewarding, so anyone interested please contact me or a board member. I’ll be happy to
ensure a smooth transition and continue to write editorials or articles if the new editor desires. Thanks to those who enjoyed and commented on my work. Please see my opinion
column on page 5 for some parting thoughts.

Mike
The deadline for submission of articles, advertisements, minutes, and reports will be the 15th of the month. This should provide sufficient time to
Submittal Policy:

edit the layout of the newsletter so that it can be mailed & posted to www.t67.org by the first of the
following month. Please provide input in MS Word format, if possible. Flappings will be available
online on or about the first of every month. All ads should be submitted to:
flappingseditor@yahoo.com.
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Continued from page5
These are direct quotes from the CCRs, folks, and we all signed them. When the 5th amendment was signed, a “grandfather” clause was included to exclude one current owner from
having to comply. It is therefore obvious that the intent of the document is that all owners
who signed the CCRs after 9/29/98 are required to comply with them, as amended.
Unfortunately, for whatever reason, the CCRs were never fully enforced. As we all know,
many owners are using their hangars for activities that are not in compliance
with the above quoted paragraphs of the CCRs.
So, what is to be done? Well, at this point, it would take the wisdom of King Solomon to
sort this out. I have observed that no one cares about these infractions unless they are actually being inconvenienced by them themselves. (No surprise there.) Also, there are many
folks doing activities which are technically forbidden, but which bother no one and actually
add to the character of Hicks.
Ultimately, the judges and lawyers are likely to point out that precedence has been set, and
the rules should have been enforced from the beginning.
For those of us, however, who want to see Hicks remain (or return to being) a first class private airfield, I offer the following caution: As our property becomes more valuable, and aircraft owners become the minority at the field, there will be a push to get rid of those
“annoying” airplanes, and sell off the runway and common areas to more commercial interests.
That’s the way I see it.

Flappings welcomes opinions on this or any other Hicks related subject. ...ed.

Report suspicious activity:
call 866-GA-SECURE
(866-427-3287)
If danger is imminent, call 911 first.
Don’t take risks with your own safety!
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Financial reports
As of April 30, 2012 -Submitted by Jim Usher, HAPA Treasurer
HAPA Income and Expense Statement
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(see page 12 for May Reports)
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HAPA BALANCE SHEET
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Above and below: Ironically, over the vast North Atlantic, things can get a little
close! Opposite page: The white cliffs of Dover and windmills in the North

Sea; a rare treat since it’s usually too cloudy to see much of England.

10

VOLUME 28 ISSUE 4

11

VOLUME 28 ISSUE 4

Financial reports
As of May 31, 2012 -Submitted by Jim Usher, HAPA Treasurer
HAPA Income and Expense Statement
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HAPA BALANCE SHEET
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

New Advertiser!
*****************************************
Metro Parts Inc : 566 at Hicks Airfield
Over 30 years n the aircraft parts business!
We work hundreds of manufactures and repair stations around the world.
We can provide a reduction in cost and faster availability for you! Parts request drop box by the front doorDrop off your requirements any time.

Owner: Craig Poslick
Office: 817-439-8484
Fax: 817-439-8442
Email: sales@metropartsinc.com or metroparts@yahoo.com
Cell: 817-368-2274
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Aircraft, parts, and service
AirFours 127 Aviator Dr 817.439.1550
Certified and Experimental Aircraft Maintenance
Full Aircraft maintenance – airframe, engine, avionics
A&P and Avionics professionals on staff
Composite Fabrication and Repair. Avionics Installation, upgrades, and repairs.

Monday-Friday 7:00 AM –3:30 PM Come see Jay, Chuck, or Shane!
Jay Hamilton President and CEO
817.439.3051 (office)

15

jay@airfours.com
817.713.9701 (cell)

www.airfours.com
817.439.3289 (fax)
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
HANGARS
HANGARS and LOTS
AVAILABLE
DON DAVIS REALTY
HICKS AIRFIELD, INC.
SERVING HICKS AIRFIELD SINCE 1985
JAN LARY, AGENT 817 715-4693
jlddr@sbcglobal.net

WANT TO RENT HANGAR
50 X 50 Will pay $700 per month
Looking for long term lease
Call Bob: 214-415-1219
or Judy 214-418-4706

LOT FOR SALE $45,000.00
Located on the east side at the north end
60’ X 80’ lot with a great view
Water, Septic, Electric To Lot
Lot will accommodate a 50’ X 55’ hangar
GREAT LOT ON SOUTH END OF RUNWAY
WONDERFUL LOCATION ON HIGH ELEVATION
105 & 106 Aviator Drive / Lot 2-3 & 2-4,
Block 1
Lot 2-3 is 100’ north to south X 127.5’east
to west, totaling 12,750 sf and fronts the
runway.
Lot 2-4 is 100’ north to south X 62.5’ east
to west, totaling 6,250 sf. This lot sits
directly behind lot 2-3
Combining both lots you have 100’ wide north
to south X 190’ deep east to west, totaling
19,000 sf
Set backs:
75’ off of front property pin (west)
5’ off of back (east)
5’ off of north side
30’ off of south side (30’ access easement)
Maximum Hangar for this lot (combined 2
lots) is:

Lot For Sale
45X60 Concrete
Pad. Water & Electric.
Call 863-660-3613

65’ wide north to south X 110’ deep
east to west
= 7,150 sf hangar
Your hangar bifold doors may face
west or south (or both)
Water and electric are to the property
You must install a septic system to
serve this hangar
Priced to sell at $135,000.00
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Hangar Sales and Leasing
Build To Suit Hangars
Property Management
972-465-8400
682-225-3262
www.AirSpaceDFW.com
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Sales and Services
NEED POWER?
Commercial and residential electrical installation and repair.
Lighting
Ceiling Fans
New Circuits
Diagnostic
Jason Fischer
238 Aviator Dr.
(817) 807-6060

Need A Notary Public?
Hangar 501 Lab Resource ,Inc.
1-800-856-4070

Cell (817) 522-6456

501 Aviator Drive Fort Worth, Texas 76179 Come by
Hangar 501 to get all of your documents notarized!
There is only a $10.00 cash fee for every document. Hours Of Operation: Mon. - Fri. 8:30AM 5:00PM Weekends Will Gladly meet you. Ask for Stacey or leave a voicemail.

DIGITAL PROFESSIONAL PHOTO OF YOUR PLANE OR PET!
CHECK IT OUT!
The perfect Christmas gift. Unique custom work. I can also paint your plane or pet! Acrylic on
natural marble or granite stone. 5 X 7 only $360. Go to www.judyates.com to view samples of
my work. 30+ years experience. FREE personalization and FREE display easel. Call Judy @
214-418-4706 to discuss details and prices.

WANTED:
Small ATV–
200 CC or Less
Call Bob Reed
817-439-0757
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Contacts
(Who to Contact about What)

Board Of Directors
Gene de Bullet (President)
Ted Kelso (Vice President)
Jim Usher (Treasurer)
Roy Geer (Secretary)
Bob Avery
Lee Burgin
Tom Martin

817-335-4767
817-721-4861
817-236-7506
817-253-1795
817-439-8400
817-437-5567
682-429-6901

thebulletfortworth@hotmail.com
tedkelso@hotmail.com
jcusher@sbcglobal.net
vg2729@aol.com
boba@averytools.com
alpinefuneralhome@sbcglobal.net
tom.martin@hicksairport.com

Principal Management Group
Carol Moran
682-325-5340
cmoran@principal-mgmt.com
Architectural
Bob Avery
817-439-8400
boba@averytools.com
TomMartin
682-429-6901
tom.martin@hicksairport.com
Bryan Martin Sec.1
817-577-4866
bmartin@bitwise.com
Don Davis Sec. 2 and 3
817-919-4593
dld@airmail.net
Septic
Carol Moran/Bob Avery
817-451-7300
cmoran@principal-mgmt.com
Taxiway Repair
Mike Olson
817-707-4323
olyandmary@AOL.com
Runway/Taxiway Lights & Repair
Bob Avery
817-439-8400
boba@averytools.com
Safety and Airport Support Network Volunteer
Don Browning
817-439-3240
71whiskeytango@att.net
Website & Directory
Michael Reddick
817-992-2411
mrr9447@yahoo.com
Newsletter
Mike Bruno
501-206-1738
flappingseditor@yahoo.com
Drainage and Security Improvements
Ted Kelso
817-721-4861
tedkelso@hotmail.com
South Gate Emergency
Roy Geer
817-253-1795 or 817-439-5777
vg2729@aol.com
South Gate Directory Database
Jim Usher
jcusher@sbcglobal.net
Table & Chairs
The HAPA Tables & Chairs are available to any current HAPA Member for personal use on the Airport
Property for activities such as parties, meetings, etc.
Please contact Judy or Bob Avery at 817-439-8400 or boba@averytools.com
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July/August 2012 Flappings!
The Official Newsletter of Hicks Airfield Pilots Association

Notices:


We are continually updating the online version of the HAPA membership directory. If your info
needs updating please email Mike Reddick at mrr9447@yahoo.com



If you haven’t yet provided an email address, please do! We would like to be able to contact as
many HAPA members as possible via email.



This is YOUR newsletter– Please submit articles, pictures, thoughts, etc by the 15th of
the month.



The 2012BOD is looking for volunteers Please Contact any Board member to volunteer
to help with the continuing improvement of Hicks Airfield.



If you have an issue and would like to address the HAPA BOD during a Board meeting, Please
contact Gene de Bullet.



For Emergency South Gate Issues, call Roy Geer 817-253-1795 or 817439-5777



For South Gate Directory Changes contact Jim Usher at
hapagate@yahoo.com



Board of Directors Meeting: Thursday, September 13, Hangar 111

Later in the day, the authorities
catch up with our Hicks suspects!
Please patronize our café!!
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
HAPA
100 Aviator Dr
Ft Worth, TX 76179

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE PAID
FORT WORTH , TX
PERMIT NO. 4081
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