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president’s Corner
By Gene de Bullet

Dear Members,
As we move toward the end of another year I have
noted positive improvements, more attention to detail
and better behavior on the part of our members, as
benchmarks of our 2011 year.
There will always be exceptions but the silent majority speaks for itself. In a word, our airport is in great
shape financially, physically, with a pleasant demeanor being observed by 99% of us.
My immediate thanks go to Ted Kelso for his continued work with the physical aspects of the airport,
drainage project and meeting with contractors that
have made it happen for us this year. Your Board has
just authorized funding for a topographical study and
plans for Phase II drainage (north end of our airport).
Not to be overlooked is Mike Olsen who “substituted”
in mid-year and carried the ball seeing the taxiway
and runway improvements happen on time and Bob
Avery who continues to host the Board of Directors
and other airport events.

Elections of three board members are just around the
corner in December and each member will receive a
separate mailing as to the details that lead up to our
annual meeting at Bob and Judy Avery’s hangar
(Hangar #111) on December 10, 2011 at 2:00 p.m. If
any of you would rather run for board slot than complain this is your opportunity then jump into our small
democracy at Hicks. A lot of folks run for office, get
elected and then for whatever reason don’t have the
time that it takes. Talk to any board member and they
will tell you that can be a busy job with little or no
thanks.
Projects that remains unfinished for 2011 includes
securing our airport from outsiders, north gate improvements, and taxiways.
Again, it has been my pleasure to represent you as
president of the board for another year.
Regards,

Gene

Board of Directors
Next meetings:
Thursday, December 8, January 12, Hangar 111 6:30 PM

To have your concern placed on the agenda
please contact your local board member.
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Editorial

By Mike Bruno

As I write, it has been raining all day, the air is homemade lemonade I’ve ever tasted. And the bigcrisp, and the holidays are approaching. Well, two
gest surprise: right now, all items on the menu are
out of three isn’t bad. I’m not really a curmudgeonly free! Gratuities are accepted, of course.
Scrooge, but I think two weeks of any holiday is quite
enough, thank you!
As Gene points out, the Binghams are running two restaurants as a family business, and The
The other day, as I was flying into Denver In- Beacon, along with Christie’s Extreme Burgers in
ternational Airport as a passenger, I had a chance to
North Richland Hills, are their sole livelihood. The
take a good look out the window at the countryside.
Binghams want to do the cooking themselves, in orWow, I thought, it looks just like the simulator! I
der to ensure the best quality product. The hours are
then chuckled at myself, realizing that it’s supposed to currently Monday-Saturday, 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM.
be the other way around; we go into a flight simulator When I pointed out that Sunday would be a popular
and remark at how the visual looks just like the actual day for business, Gene explained that it was their
terrain. The culprit was the new visual systems being family day, so for now they cannot open on Sundays.
installed in our B-757 simulators. They use satellite Let’s spread the word and patronize the establishterrain mapping to program the visuals, and the effect ment, so the Binghams can prosper and Hicks will
is remarkable. I hadn’t been into DEN for a long
continue to enjoy this valuable asset.
time, so my most recent memory was the simulator
visual. It’s not just gee-whiz; I think it enhances the
As noted on page 5, the annual HAPA memtraining experience, especially while taxiing, taking
bers meeting will be held on December 10. PLEASE
off or landing, or while training EGPWS (Enhanced
plan to attend, or submit your proxy if you can’t be
Ground Proximity Warning System) escape maneuthere in person. All members should have received
vers.
proxy information in the mail from Principal Management group. Three Board of Directors positions are
Yesterday, I had lunch at the recently opened open, and candidate bios are on page 12. Please vote!
The Beacon Café and Country Store here at Hicks.
Gene and Christie Bingham are operating the restauSince I don’t believe in generic “holiday”
rant, with help from daughters Randi and Sam. Randi greetings, I’d like to say: Happy Thanksgiving, Merry
was greeting customers at the door and waiting on
Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, Joyous Kwanzaa, and
tables with a smile, while Gene and Christie were
sorry if I left anyone out!
working the kitchen with assistance from Sam. It was
a nice touch having waitress service, and I must say
the food was excellent. I chose a BLT on French
bread with potato salad, and had some of the best
The deadline for submission of articles, advertisements, minutes, and reports will be the 15th of the month. This should provide sufficient time to
Submittal Policy:

edit the layout of the newsletter so that it can be mailed & posted to www.t67.org by the first of the
following month. Please provide input in MS Word format, if possible. Flappings will be available online
on or about the first of every month. All ads should be submitted to:
flappingseditor@yahoo.com.
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HICK’S AIRFIELD PILOTS ASSOCIATION
Minutes from Board Meeting
October 13, 2011
A regular board meeting of the Hick’s Airfield Pilot’s
Association Board of Directors was held on September 8, 2011. A quorum being present, the meeting
was called to order at 6:45 p.m. and announced ready
by President Gene deBullet.

Jerry Kinman read a letter from Mr. Paul Blakely
concerning an easement on his property to install a
new north gate. Motion to consider the letter was
made by Ted Kelso and seconded by Bob Avery. All
opposed consideration of Mr. Blakely’s offer.

All board members were present, President Gene deBullet, Vice President Ted Kelso, Secretary Jerry Kinman, Treasurer Jim Usher, Bob Avery, Lee Burgin
and Bill Freckman. Other members of the Association
were also present as observers.

A request was made by the Drainage Committee to
study more improvements (north end) and was removed from the table and all agreed due to the anticipation of receiving a immediate study that was scheduled to be available soon.

Consideration and approval of the Treasurer’s Report At 6:59 p.m. motion to adjourn was made by Jerry
was made by and approved by Bob Avery and sec- Kinman and seconded by Ted Kelso, passed.
onded by Bill Freckman and passed.
President Gene deBullet opened the floor to all.
Motion was made by Jery Kinman and seconded by Respectfully submitted,
Ted Kelso to approve the Secretary’s Minutes, and
approved by the Board of Directors.
Committee Reports

Ninfa Cruz

Ted Kelso gave an update as to the taxiway. Jim
Usher also spoke as to problems with vendors.
Discussion as to septic issues was addressed by Bob
Avery. A motion was to accept Mile Olsen’s plan
was made by Jim Usher and seconded by Bob Avery.

Report suspicious activity:
call 866-GA-SECURE
(866-427-3287)
If danger is imminent, call 911 first.
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Obituary of Bill Anwyll submitted by Jan Lary
I had the pleasure of meeting Bill when he purchased property at Hicks Airfield and became friends
with him. This gentleman carried his burdens quietly, all the while with a smile on his face. I admired his strength, character, love of family, and strong faith. I know our Lord has welcomed him
home with words of encouragement to him, “Good job my faithful servant”
We will all miss Bill, but perhaps we can take one of his virtues, and apply it in our life.
Jan Lary – Hurst Texas

HAPA Annual Members Meeting December 10
The annual meeting will begin at 3 PM Saturday Dec 10 at 111 Aviator Drive, Bob and Judy Avery’s
Hangar. Election of three Directors to the HAPA Board will be held, so you or your proxy need to be present at that time in order to vote. The Annual Social Gathering, which is not part of the meeting, will be
held at the Colonial House Restaurant, 3820 N. Main St, Fort Worth, at 7 PM.
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Below is President Gene deBullet’s President’s Corner from October, 2011...ed.

intend to run for office by or before on the 27th day of
November, 2011. PMG will issue a separate mail out
Dear Members and families,
as to how the voting will be handled with some law
changes by or before the 18th day of November, 2011.
We had our normal enjoyable Board of Director’s (More to come)
Meeting on the 13th day of October, 2011 and approved an aggressive re-surfacing of our runway and For those on the current Board of Director’s who
taxiways (to be done in sections). Mile Olsen is have chosen not to run for another term you will be
chairing the project and may be asking for your coop- missed as you have performed very well and are a
eration.
credit to those you represent.
Drainage issues were outlined by Ted Kelso and a Regards,
study as to Phase II is underway with the same engineer used for Phase I (that drainage work has been
extremely successful).

Gene

North and South gate work was discussed under Old
Business and an offer to lease space by a member (for
gate purposes) was unanimously voted down by your
Board of Directors (gates, although improved will be
at the same locations).
The goal is to secure the field from intrusions from
the streets that border us on the North and South
sides.
Many members and your Board of Directors have embraced this idea for a couple of years now but as always there are problems and issues that defy reason.
I believe we have been lucky that trespassing children
have not been injured and that more break-ins have
not occurred. We need everyone’s cooperation to secure our property.
Elections of the Board of Director’s members are set
for December 10, 2011 with bios due for those who
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Flying Safety
The following NTSB synopses are of incidents occurring this year close to home. While they had
different causes, each could have been prevented by a little more preparation and caution. This time of
year, especially, careful weather planning is essential to avoid surprise weather events or loss of options
which can lead to fuel emergencies. Taxi accidents can happen anywhere, but especially at a field like
Hicks with narrow taxiways, blind corners, and vehicular and pedestrian traffic.

After landing, the pilot was cleared to taxi his tailwheel-equipped airplane to the ramp and was aware that another airplane would be in front of him as he taxied. As he crossed over an active runway onto the taxiway, he steered straight
ahead and did not perform any s-turns to maintain visual contact of the airplane ahead of him. As he cleared the runway, he looked down to change his radio frequency and suddenly realized that he needed to look out for the airplane in
front of him. When he looked up, he saw the right wingtip of the other airplane and did not have time to stop before he
collided into its tail. The collision resulted in substantial damage to the lower right wing spar. The other airplane sustained substantial damage to the entire tail section including the vertical stabilizer, the rudder, the horizontal stabilizer,
and the empennage.

The pilot was conducting a night currency flight during marginal visual meteorological flight conditions. He did not file a
flight plan or obtain a weather briefing prior to departure. About 4 minutes after departing, the pilot contacted air traffic
control and stated the weather was worse than he anticipated. He requested an instrument clearance and approach
back to his departure airport. The airplane was radar identified, the pilot was instructed to climb to 2,000 feet and then
proceed direct to an intermediate fix. The pilot acknowledged the clearance and there was no further communication
between him and the controller. A review of radar data revealed the airplane was first observed at 700 feet mean sea
level, in a climbing right turn. It continued to climb while turning to the left and right, to 1,100 feet. The airplane was last
observed by radar at 700 feet in a descending right turn.
A witness stated he observed the airplane flying below a cloud layer estimated between 500 to 1,000 feet agl, with the
strobe lights on. He described the area as very dark with no ambient light. Another witness stated he observed the airplane in straight and level flight, flying in and out of the clouds.
The pilot's last recorded night flight was 14 months prior to the accident, and no flights had been conducted in the accident airplane. The pilot obtained an instrument rating 2 months before the accident and he had flown 4.5 hours of actual instrument flight time; of which, 1 hour was in another model airplane. The pilot had logged 15 minutes of instrument flight time in the accident airplane.
At the time of the accident, the moon's phase was "waxing crescent" with 18 percent of the disk illuminated. If neither
horizon nor surface references exist, the attitude of an airplane must be determined by artificial means from the flight
instruments. However, during periods of low visibility, the supporting senses sometimes conflict with what is seen, and
when this happens, a pilot is particularly vulnerable to spatial disorientation. Federal Aviation Administration guidance
indicates that spatial disorientation can occur when there is no natural horizon or surface reference, such as a night
flight in sparsely populated areas similar to that of the accident area and conditions. Based on the wreckage and the
visual reference conditions present at the time of the accident it is likely that the pilot experienced spatial disorientation.
Examination of the airframe, flight controls, engine assembly and accessories revealed no pre-impact mechanical
anomalies.
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Financial reports
As of August 31, 2011-Submitted by Jim Usher, HAPA Treasurer
HAPA Income and Expense Statement
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HAPA BALANCE SHEET
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Yes, it’s a real Mig-23 “Flogger”, and that’s a MIG21 “Fishbed” on the left. Not yet airworthy, the
MIG-23was brought out of the hangar and showed
off its Tumansky R-27-300 afterburner!

Photos from the recent “Lone Star Red Star” Formation clinic hosted by the Cold War
Air Museum (CWAM) at Lancaster Airport (LNC). Former enemy aircraft right here in
the metroplex! Visitors are welcome.
Correct, an MI– 24 “Hind” ! Ugly but versatile and very deadly, it would have caused us
major headaches in a European war. This
one hovers, but is not yet airworthy.
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L-39 Albatros. A high performance jet trainer developed in
Czechoslovakia, it is the most widely used jet trainer in the
world, and very popular with western warbird enthusiasts.
The CWAM at LNC has several which fly routinely; this one
belongs to museum Director Jon Boede.

Below: Extended trail formation, used to practice offensive and defensive tactical maneuvering. The “adversary” is at the bottom center of
the picture.
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(From right) A Chinese Nanchang CJ-6,
Yakovlev YAK-52, two more CJs, and a
YAK-50 demonstrate echelon formation.
Your humble editor is #2 from the right.
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Hapa BOD candidate bios
Ted Kelso
My name is Ted Kelso, I am running for the board, and I’m asking for your vote.
My hangar # is 137. My wife and I bought the hangar in April of 2003. I moved my
wire harness manufacturing business to that location in 2004. I am an active pilot and
currently own and operate several aircraft and have been a member of AOPA since
1980.
Hicks Airfield is a great place to live and work. Its been my pleasure serve as a member of the board for the last four years; during that time we have overseen several
large projects to completion. They include the south gate, the first phase of the drainage project, resurfacing of several taxiways and the runway. We have worked with
Oncor Electric on the pole replacement project, the BNSF Railroad on the south gate,
Homeland security, FAA, NTSB, Tarrant County, and other regulatory entities. Our
world has changed with the events of 911. We are under more scrutiny than ever before. Security seems to be the major concern. For that reason the board will be focusing its attention on making Hicks a more secure airport.
It seems like there is always something going on at Hicks that requires attention, and
that’s where you folks come in to the picture. Thanks so much to all of you… All of
you volunteers who work on committees and do such a great job of keeping programs
and projects moving. It would be impossible to make Hicks airfield the great place it
is without you. It’s been my pleasure to serve on the board and I thank you for your
support.

Roy Geer
Vickie and I have lived at 612 Aviator on Hicks Airfield since May 2006. I have been a
commercial pilot, SE, ME, Land, Instrument, and Flight Instructor since the seventies. I am
currently flying an RV-8 and have owned a Piper Cherokee 180, Cessna 140, 182, 206, a
Champ, and flew an RV-6 for 10 years. I am an active member of Falcon Flight, a formation flying team. I am a member of EAA and AOPA. I retired from SBC (now AT&T) in
2000. After that I went to work for Arlington Municipal Airport until 2008. Since then I’ve
continued to update our hangar and fly as often as possible. At Hicks I’ve volunteered on
the runway/taxiway repair committee and as emergency contact person for the south gate. I
have attended many monthly board meetings. I look forward to bringing harmony and cohesiveness to our Hicks community.
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Tom Martin
I have been involved with Hicks Airfield since 2005 as a property owner. I am a native of
Fort Worth and received my private pilot license in 1975 at Meacham Field. I recently retired from BNSF with 37 years of service in the transportation industry providing direction
and development to supervisors and employees. My responsibilities included operations of
terminals and regions in Texas, Colorado, Nebraska and Washington State. I am experienced in supervision of people, equipment, budget and property management. I represented
BNSF at public meetings with City of Seattle and surrounding areas including Port of Seattle and Tacoma as well as Washington Department of Transportation. I have many hours of
Safety training and feel it should always be the most important consideration with any issues or plans.
What do I feel is the primary function of the Board of Directors of the Hicks Airfield Pilots
Association?
Represent and provide leadership and direction – and listen - to the members of
HAPA in Property Management and Safety. This will allow Hicks Airfield to continue to improve and protect our community and unique lifestyle.
Specifically, which area do I feel needs the Board of Director’s attention in 2011-2012?
Continued focus on upgrades in drainage issues and maintenance of taxiways and
HAPA property.
In which area do I feel I could make the greatest contribution to the airport?
Capital improvements, architectural control, and maintenance.

VOTE!!!
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Aircraft, parts, and service
See color photo on back
cover
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Metro Parts Inc : 566 at Hicks Airfield
Over 30 years n the aircraft parts business!
We work hundreds of manufactures and repair stations around the world. We can provide
a reduction in cost and faster availability for you! Parts request drop box by the front doorDrop off your requirements any time.
Owner: Craig Poslick
Office: 817-439-8484
Fax: 817-439-8442
Email: sales@metropartsinc.com or metroparts@yahoo.com
Cell: 817-368-2274

AirFours 127 Aviator Dr 817.439.1550
Certified and Experimental Aircraft Maintenance
Full Aircraft maintenance – airframe, engine, avionics
A&P and Avionics professionals on staff
Composite Fabrication and Repair. Avionics Installation, upgrades, and repairs.

Monday-Friday 7:00 AM –3:30 PM Come see Jay, Chuck,
or Shane!
Jay Hamilton
jay@airfours.com
www.airfours.com
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President and CEO
AirFours Enterprises, LLC
817.439.3051 (Office)
817.713.9701 (Cell)
817.439.3289 (Fax)
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
HANGARS
HANGARS and LOTS
AVAILABLE
DON DAVIS REALTY
HICKS AIRFIELD, INC.
SERVING HICKS AIRFIELD SINCE 1985
JAN LARY, AGENT 817 715-4693
jlddr@sbcglobal.net

WANT TO RENT HANGAR
50 X 50 Will pay $700 per month
Looking for long term lease
Call Bob: 214-415-1219
or Judy 214-418-4706

Lot for Sale
Located on the east side at the south end
70’ X 80’ lot with a great view
Lot will accommodate a 60’ X 55’ hangar.

GREAT LOT ON SOUTH END OF RUNWAY
WONDERFUL LOCATION ON HIGH ELEVATION

Lot For Sale
45X60 Concrete
Pad. Water & Electric.
Call 863-660-3613

105 & 106 Aviator Drive
Lot 2-3 & 2-4, Block 1
Lot 2-3 is 100’ north to south x 127.5’east to west, totaling
12,750 square feet and fronts the runway.
Lot 2-4 is 100’ north to south x 62.5’ east to west, totaling
6,250 square feet.. This lot sits directly behind lot 2-3.
Combining both lots you have 100’ wide north to south x
190’ deep east to west, totaling 19,000 square feet.
Set backs:
75’ off of front property pin (west)
5’ off of back (east)
5’ off of north side
30’ off of south side (30’ access easement)
Maximum Hangar for this lot (combined 2 lots) is:
65’ wide north to south x 110’ deep east to west
= 7,150 square foot hangar.
Your hangar bifold doors may face west or south (or both).
Water and electric are to the property.
You must install a septic system to serve this hangar.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Hangars For Sale

50X50 Hangar with one bedroom apartment,
2 full baths, pilots lounge. $215,000

http://513aviatordrive.willsellquick.com

Hangar Sales and Leasing
Build To Suit Hangars
Property Management
972-465-8400
682-225-3262
www.AirSpaceDFW.com

80X68 hangar with spacious and luxurious
living space above.
http://736aviatordrive.isnow4sale.com
Go to website for more details and virtual
tour!
Call Gwen Mannis Century 21
(817) 793-9563

15763 Bonanza Dr. $550,000
Hangar/ Home located on 1 acre at Propwash. 7225’ per
tax office, approx. 4400’ hangar, 2470 living area.
Fantastic finish out in custom home.
Hangar door 17x46, 2500 lb hydraulic lift, 2 large workshops, 20x70 storage loft.
Must see to appreciate!

Call Bill, Town North Realtors
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Sales and Services
NEED POWER?
Commercial and residential electrical installation and repair.
Lighting
Ceiling Fans
New Circuits
Diagnostic
Jason Fischer
238 Aviator Dr.
(817) 807-6060

Need A Notary Public?
Hangar 501 Lab Resource ,Inc.
1-800-856-4070

Cell (817) 522-6456

501 Aviator Drive Fort Worth, Texas 76179 Come by
Hangar 501 to get all of your documents notarized!
There is only a $10.00 cash fee for every document. Hours Of Operation: Mon. - Fri. 8:30AM 5:00PM Weekends Will Gladly meet you. Ask for Stacey or leave a voicemail.

DIGITAL PROFESSIONAL PHOTO OF YOUR PLANE OR PET!
CHECK IT OUT!
The perfect Christmas gift. Unique custom work. I can also paint your plane or pet! Acrylic on
natural marble or granite stone. 5 X 7 only $360. Go to www.judyates.com to view samples of
my work. 30+ years experience. FREE personalization and FREE display easel. Call Judy @
214-418-4706 to discuss details and prices.

WANTED:
Small ATV–
200 CC or Less
Call Bob Reed
817-439-0757
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Contacts
(Who to Contact about What)

Board Of Directors
Gene de Bullet (President)
Bill Freckman (Vice President)
Jim Usher (Treasurer)
Ted Kelso
Bob Avery
Lee Burgin
Gerald Kinman

817-335-4767
817-705-6300
817-236-7506
817-721-4861
817-439-8400
817-437-5567
817-913-1499

thebulletfortworth@hotmail.com
bfreckman@tx.rr.com
jcusher@sbcglobal.net
tedkelso@hotmail.com
bavery@averytools.com
alpinefuneralhome@sbcglobal.net
RV8R@mac.com

Principal Management Group
Carol Moran
682-325-5340
cmoran@principal-mgmt.com
Architectural
Bob Avery
817-439-8400
bavery@averytools.com
Don Davis Sec. 2 and 3
817-919-4593
dld@airmail.net
Septic
Carol Moran
817-451-7300
cmoran@principal-mgmt.com
Safety
Larry Partain
214-417-4950
larry@print-dallas.com
Taxiway Repair
Bryan Martin
817-577-4866
bmartin1@bitwise.com
Runway/Taxiway Lights & Repair
Bob Avery
817-439-8400
bavery@averytools.com
Airport Support Network Volunteer
Don Browning
817-439-3240
71whiskeytango@att.net
Website & Directory
Michael Reddick
817-992-2411
mrr9447@yahoo.com
Newsletter
Mike Bruno
501-206-1738
flappingseditor@yahoo.com
Security Improvements
Ted Kelso
817-721-4861
tedkelso@hotmail.com
South Gate Emergency
Roy Geer
817-253-1795 or 817-439-5777
vg2729@aol.com
South Gate Directory Database
Jim Usher
jcusher@sbcglobal.net
Table & Chairs
The HAPA Tables & Chairs are available to any current HAPA Member for personal use on the Airport
Property for activities such as parties, meetings, etc.
Please contact Judy or Bob Avery at 817-439-8400 or bavery@averytools.com
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November/December 2011 Flappings!
The Official Newsletter of Hicks Airfield Pilots Association

Notices:


We are continually updating the online version of the HAPA membership directory. If your info
needs updating please email Mike Reddick at mrr9447@yahoo.com



If you haven’t yet provided an email address, please do! We would like to be able to contact as
many HAPA members as possible via email.



This is YOUR newsletter– Please submit articles, pictures, thoughts, etc by the 15th of
the month.



The 2011 BOD is looking for volunteers Please Contact any Board member to volunteer
to help with the continuing improvement of Hicks Airfield.



If you have an issue and would like to address the HAPA BOD during a Board meeting, Please
contact Gene de Bullet.



For issues concerning ONCOR pole work, call Buddy Mills (Oncor District Service Advisor): Cell (469) 261-6338



For Emergency South Gate Issues, call Roy Geer 817-253-1795 or 817439-5777



For South Gate Directory Changes contact Jim Usher at
hapagate@yahoo.com



Board of Directors Meeting: Thursday, December 8, Hangar 111

Harold Johnson’s Bonanza, which is
for sale! See ad on page 14.
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
HAPA
100 Aviator Dr
Ft Worth, TX 76179
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