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president’s Corner
By Gene de Bullet

Dear Fellow Members,
Our September 8th Board of Directors meeting was conducted at Bob Avery’s Hangar #111.
Your entire Board of Directors was present along with 10 members. Topics and complaints covered the following subjects, to-wit: Tearing down the north gates, rocks on the railroad right of way, South Gate insurance fraud, poison ivy, mounds of earth on lots, drainage issues and anonymous postings of paper on bulletin
board.
In the opinion of the Board of Director this airport should be as secure as possible. We live in an age
where we no longer “leave your doors open at night”. At least one member, maybe more, believes in “no
gates” and threaten to tear down a replacement gate. I worry about that type of thinking.
Phase II of airport drainage is under study by the same engineer that completed our Phase I system
(mid-field). Phase II will concentrate on our north end. We hope to shoot grades and contours within the next
month. (Those who have drainage problems call Ted Kelso).
Other Board of Directors business included runway sealing and taxiway clean up (dates to be announced) taxiway light replacement, septic and a T.S.A. Advisory Brief, courtesy of Don Browning.
I want to say a word or two to you about our Board of Directors. I’ve had the honor to chair HAPA
for a few years now and believe I have served with some of the nicest, most competent and hard working gentlemen I’ve ever met. I have chaired several organizations and say this with conviction.
Over the last two or so years “Hicks Field” as I call it, has “cleaned up”. Litigation costs have all but
stopped for years, major improvements like the south gate, taxiways barriers, Phase I of our drainage system
and major maintenance of runway and taxiway continue along with septic (never ending) and beacon. The N.
“pole” gates are being replaced by “cyclone” heavier gates which should deter outsiders, thieves, bicycles and
the like. So that you might recognize and know some of your Board of Directors I enclose a few bios.
Regards,

Gene

See page 10 for bios.. ed

Board of Directors
Next meetings:
Thursday, October 13, November 10, Hangar 111 6:30 PM

To have your concern placed on the agenda
please contact your local board member.
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Editorial

By Mike Bruno

I’m sure you’ve all heard about the mishap at the Reno Air Races a few weeks ago. I was
there with Don “Master Chief” and Sandra Browning, (who graciously flew me there in their 210),
former Flappings editor Ron Sinclair, and my good friend John VanDeventer. Although not injured, we were close. Very close. It is interesting to compare the accounts of the event from others
who were even closer, or further away, or standing right there next to me.
I was actually looking the wrong way, until John slapped my shoulder and said “look!”
What I saw was a P-51 going almost vertical. It didn’t seem right; there had been several
“Maydays” already, and the pull-ups were not as steep, and always toward the inside of the course.
This one was pulling up to a point right above the main grandstand. From my vantage point it appeared to do a hammerhead maneuver, but as it started down the nose oscillated a bit, which made
it difficult to determine which way it was going to go. Others said that time slowed down for them,
which is often the case, but not for me. It happened so fast. I only remember two emotions. One
was thinking: “Why doesn’t he pull the %@^#% power back”? Next, as I saw the shrapnel start
to fly and turned around to delay the inevitable, I remember thinking “I hope this doesn’t hurt.” A
few seconds later we were misted with powdered asphalt and fuel, and realized that we had not
been injured. If there had been a fireball, we’d be dead or worse.
Once we began to process what had just happened, we started toward the injured to help
out, but since the first responders were right there and the guy with the microphone kept saying
“stay away”, we just stood and watched. Later, back at the hotel, John put $1 in a slot machine and
won $240. I then realized that standing between a Sunday school teacher and a lucky guy might
have saved my life.
Later, after looking at videos and photographs, I realized that Jimmy Leeward was not at the
controls, either because he was dead or unconscious, or his seat had failed. As the airplane accelerated downward at full power, the nose began to track towards the ramp, but tragically didn’t make
it far enough and struck the VIP seating area. Much has been said, as is often the case with plane
crashes in congested areas, that the pilot “was such a great pilot that he changed course at the last
second and saved hundreds of lives”. I have always been skeptical of this claim, for several reasons. First, I think a pilot about to strike the ground has an awful lot to think about; avoiding death
or embarrassment being at the top of the list. If you are in a foxhole with your buddies or crossing
the street with your family, you will throw yourself on the hand grenade or jump in front of the
speeding dump truck in a heartbeat, but finding yourself in an out of control aircraft with seconds to
make a decision and trying to figure out what happened is different.
Continued on page 5

The deadline for submission of articles, advertisements, minutes, and reports will be the 15th of the month. This should provide sufficient time to
Submittal Policy:

edit the layout of the newsletter so that it can be mailed & posted to www.t67.org by the first of the
following month. Please provide input in MS Word format, if possible. Flappings will be available online
on or about the first of every month. All ads should be submitted in writing to:
flappingseditor@yahoo.com.
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HICK’S AIRFIELD PILOTS ASSOCIATION
Minutes for Board Meeting
August 11, 2011
A regular board meeting of the Hick’s Airfield Pilot’s Association Board of Directors was held on
July 14, 2011. A quorum being present, the meeting was called to order at 6:41 p.m. and announced ready by
President Gene deBullet.
Board members present were: President Gene deBullet, Vice President Ted Kelso, Secretary Jerry
Kinman, Treasurer Jim Usher, Bob Avery, Lee Burgin and Bill Freckman. Other members of the Association
were also present as observers.
Consideration and approval of the Treasurer’s Report was recognized and approved by Ted Kelso and
seconded by Lee Burgin.
Motion was made by Ted Kelso and seconded by Lee Burgin to approve the Secretary’s Minutes, and
approved by the Board of Directors.
Committee Reports
Discussion as to gates was had.
Bob Avery announced that the beacon was now fixed.
Jim Usher talked about it coming on too early and going off late.
Discussion as to taxiway and drainage phases was had.
The floor was open to all.
President Gene deBullet opened the floor to old business.
At 7:19 p.m. motion to adjourn was made by Ted Kelso and seconded by Bob Avery, passed.
Respectfully submitted,

Ninfa Cruz
Rio Concho Cafe to Reopen

Great news from Barbie Brunson - The Rio Concho Café is due to reopen this month! The new operators are Gene and Christie Bingham, and Gene reports that he hopes to open for business on October
18th. They plan to be open about the same hours as before, Tuesday to Friday 11AM-2PM, and Saturday
and Sunday 8AM to 3PM. This is exciting news, and I urge everyone to spread the word and patronize the
Rio Concho, so that the new management will be successful and we will continue to have this valuable resource right here at Hicks Airfield.
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RUNWAY TO BE CLOSED 17 - 21 OCT
Many of you may know that Bryan Martin resigned as chair of the runway/taxiway repair
committee effective the end of August. I have agreed to takeover for the remainder of this year,
and into 2012. Bryan was able to carry on with the never ending asphalt repair, while effectively
moving towards concreting our wetter more troublesome areas. He applied a test patch of "Grip
Flex" material for overlay on the 3rd taxiway. These findings are helping to formulate plans for
that problem area. Thank you Bryan.
The extreme dry conditions this year have benefited the airport in more ways than one.
Our septic fields are dry, and our taxiways have remained in one piece. Through the efforts of
many, and great expenditure, our runway was repaved five years ago. It is the biggest asset we
have, makes us T67, and without doubt, is the single thing we all share in common. When
paved, it was recommended we reseal the runway every 3 years. The 3 years have come and
long gone. We have deferred this maintenance in favor of more pressing problems. The runway
is in great condition, but we have a responsibility to keep it that way. We are closing the airfield to aircraft traffic 17 - 21 Oct. for seal coating and restriping. The south gate will also be
closed for portions of that time. I ask for your understanding and cooperation during this time. I
will need some volunteers during this week to man handheld VHF radios as safety observers
while men and equipment are on the runway. Give me a call if you are able to help. It is your airport and in your interest.
Thanks, Mike Olson (817) 707-4323

Continued from page 3

Second, we just don’t train that way. During 15 years of Air Force training, never once did they
say: “If below 2,000 feet, eject, unless the airplane is going to hit a school bus full of kids and nuns.”
But if he did somehow manage to attempt to miss the crowd, all I can say is “thanks, Jimmy”.
May you, and all those that died that day or later in the hospital, rest in peace.

Mike
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Financial reports
As of July 31, 2011-Submitted by Jim Usher, HAPA Treasurer
HAPA Income and Expense Statement
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HAPA BALANCE SHEET
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Sigh……
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A Russian airplane, a runway, and an American freight train… Such is Hicks!
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The peaceful hills around Reno...the day after the tragedy.
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Lake Powell from the Browning’s airplane.
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Hapa BOD member bios

from President Gene de Bullet

Gene de Bullet
Gene de Bullet has been the President of the HAPA Board of Directors for four terms.
Gene moved onto Hicks Airfield and built his hangar in 1985. Gene flies a 1977
Cessna 421 Gold Eagle. He became a pilot in 1974 and is multi-engine and instrument rated. Gene is a Fort Worth native and graduated from Paschal High School,
Texas Christian University and Saint Mary’s Law School. He has practiced law since
1970.
Ted Kelso
My name is Ted Kelso. I am proud to be associated with Hicks Airfield. My hangar
number is 137. My wife and I bought the hangar in April of 2003 and moved our wire
harness manufacturing business to that location in 2004. I am an active pilot and currently own and operate several aircraft and have been a member of AOPA since 1980.
It has been my pleasure to serve as a member of the Board for the last four years.
During that time we have overseen several large projects to completion which include
the south gate, the first phase of the drainage project, and the resurfacing of several
taxiways and the runway. It seems like there is always something going on at Hicks
that requires attention, and that’s where you folks come in to the picture. Thanks so
much to all of you . . . all of you volunteers who work on committees and do such a
great job of keeping programs and projects moving. It would be impossible to make
Hicks Airfield the great place it is without you. It’s a pleasure to work with you.
Drop by the hangar anytime to say hi.
Jim Usher
Jim Usher has served as HAPA’s Treasurer for the past five years. He first bought
property at Hicks Airfield in 1992 and currently owns three T hangars and flies a 1978
Beechcraft Bonanza.
Jim holds FAA Single Engine Land, Single Engine Sea, and Instrument Pilot ratings
as well as Airframe & Powerplant Mechanic with Inspection Authorization.
He is proud to be on the current Board of Directors which is continually working toward maintaining the airport with the foresight that the continued improvements that
we are making will ultimately enhance our flying enjoyment.
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Bill Freckman
I have owned my T-Hangar at Hicks Airfield since March of 1997 after renting for several
years with Jackie Boyd, Ed Wheeler and John Unangst. I am a private pilot and EAA member since 1989. I am semi-retired from a career as a Printing Production Manager and currently work as a TSA Screener at the DFW airport. I enjoy flying and building experimental aircraft as well as rebuilding older cars.
I too, am proud to be a part of your current Board that is focused on keeping Hicks (above
all else) an active, open to the public, and safe general aviation airport. There is no doubt
that Hicks Airfield is a better, more improved and safer place to live or pursue one’s hobbies that any time in the past.
Gerald Kinman
Hangar 230
Hangar owner at Hicks since 1989. BOD member since December 2009.
Retired USAF pilot
Retired Federal Aviation Administration Aviation Safety Inspector
CFII/SEL/MEL/Instrument Ground Instructor
ATP - B707, 720, 737, N-265, CV-A340/A440, DC-3
Residence: Keller, Texas
Hobbies: Building/Restoring classic aircraft
Aircraft owned: RV-8, Cessna 172G, 1941 Taylorcraft BC 12-65 (undergoing restoration)
Robert (Bob) Avery
I am a co-owner of Avery Tools. We moved to Hicks Airfield in 1993, built a larger facility
(hangar 111) in 2003, and also own 3 T-hangars as rentals. I am a 4 year U.S. Navy veteran, have a BBA degree from Texas Wesleyan College (1975), and an MBA degree from
Texas Christian University (1976). I am licensed private pilot and EAA member since
1983. I am proud to be a part of your current Board that is focused on keeping Hicks
(above all else) an active, open to the public, and safe general aviation airport. I am encouraged with the positive progress that has been made to the airfield in the last few years by
the current Board. We have a well maintained runway, and active annual plan to maintain/
resurface the taxiways, a plan in progress to address some of the drainage issues, and a
positive reputation in the surrounding communities.
Lee Burgin
I am serving my first term on the BOD at Hicks. I was raised in Borger, Texas, attended
Texas Tech and then Dallas Institute of Funeral Service. I’ve been a property owner at
Hicks since 2005. I’m a private pilot with SEL and MEL ratings. I fly a K-35 Bonanza,
Pitts S1C, and a Cessna 140. I’m the owner of Alpine Funeral Home in Fort Worth and I’ve
been in the funeral industry for 31 years. Please feel free to call or come by hangar 595
with any BOD concern.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Real Estate
HANGARS and LOTS
AVAILABLE
DON DAVIS REALTY
HICKS AIRFIELD, INC.
SERVING HICKS AIRFIELD SINCE 1985
JAN LARY, AGENT 817 715-4693
jlddr@sbcglobal.net

15763 Bonanza Dr. $550,000
Hangar/ Home located on 1 acre at Propwash. 7225’ per
tax office, approx. 4400’ hangar, 2470 living area.
Fantastic finish out in custom home.
Hangar door 17x46, 2500 lb hydraulic lift, 2 large workshops, 20x70 storage loft.
Must see to appreciate!

Lot for Sale
Located on the east side at the south end
70’ X 80’ lot with a great view
Lot will accommodate a 60’ X 55’ hangar.

GREAT LOT ON SOUTH END OF RUNWAY
WONDERFUL LOCATION ON HIGH ELEVATION
105 & 106 Aviator Drive
Lot 2-3 & 2-4, Block 1
Lot 2-3 is 100’ north to south x 127.5’east to west, totaling
12,750 square feet and fronts the runway.
Lot 2-4 is 100’ north to south x 62.5’ east to west, totaling
6,250 square feet.. This lot sits directly behind lot 2-3.
Combining both lots you have 100’ wide north to south x
190’ deep east to west, totaling 19,000 square feet.
Set backs:
75’ off of front property pin (west)
5’ off of back (east)
5’ off of north side
30’ off of south side (30’ access easement)
Maximum Hangar for this lot (combined 2 lots) is:
65’ wide north to south x 110’ deep east to west
= 7,150 square foot hangar.
Your hangar bifold doors may face west or south (or both).
Water and electric are to the property.
You must install a septic system to serve this hangar.
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Call Bill, Town North Realtors
(469) 233-7121
Lot For Sale
45X60 Concrete
Pad. Water & Electric.
Call 863-660-3613

Hangars For Sale

50X50 Hangar with one bedroom apartment,
2 full baths, pilots lounge. $215,000

http://513aviatordrive.willsellquick.com
80X68 hangar with spacious and luxurious
living space above.
http://736aviatordrive.isnow4sale.com
Go to website for more details and virtual
tour!
Call Gwen Mannis Century 21
(817) 793-9563
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Hangar Sales and Leasing
Build To Suit Hangars
Property Management
972-465-8400
682-225-3262
www.AirSpaceDFW.com

Aircraft, parts, and service

FOR CONTINENTAL (TCM) ENGINES AT
ANNUAL OR 100 HOUR INSPECTION
(Or any time a suspect cylinder is in doubt)

Metro Parts Inc : 566 at Hicks Airfield
Over 30 years n the aircraft parts business!
We work hundreds of manufactures and repair stations around
the world. We can provide a reduction in cost and faster availability for you! Parts request drop box by the front doorDrop off your requirements any time.
Owner: Craig Poslick
Office: 817-439-8484
Fax: 817-439-8442
Email: sales@metropartsinc.com or metroparts@yahoo.com
Cell: 817-368-2274

TCM Service Bulletin SB03-3 states: “TCM requires a
cylinder bore scope inspection be accomplished in conjunction with the differential pressure test.” (This is NOT
an FAA mandate.) With the development of recent bore
scopes, this inspection becomes an excellent tool that will
affect your decision on a suspect cylinder, regardless of
engine manufacturer.
We have a solution:
a bore scope based here at T67.
For an appointment please call
Jim Usher or Bob Reed @ 817-236-7506
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Sales and Services
NEED POWER?
Commercial and residential electrical installation and repair.
Lighting
Ceiling Fans
New Circuits
Diagnostic
Jason Fischer
238 Aviator Dr.
(817) 807-6060

Need A Notary Public?
Hangar 501 Lab Resource ,Inc.
1-800-856-4070

Cell (817) 522-6456

501 Aviator Drive Fort Worth, Texas 76179 Come by
Hangar 501 to get all of your documents notarized!
There is only a $10.00 cash fee for every document. Hours Of Operation: Mon. - Fri. 8:30AM 5:00PM Weekends Will Gladly meet you. Ask for Stacey or leave a voicemail.

DIGITAL PROFESSIONAL PHOTO OF YOUR PLANE OR PET!
CHECK IT OUT!
The perfect Christmas gift. Unique custom work. I can also paint your plane or pet! Acrylic on
natural marble or granite stone. 5 X 7 only $360. Go to www.judyates.com to view samples of
my work. 30+ years experience. FREE personalization and FREE display easel. Call Judy @
214-418-4706 to discuss details and prices.

Wanted
WANTED:

WANT TO RENT HANGAR
50 X 50 Will pay $700 per month

Small ATV–
200 CC or Less
Call Bob Reed
817-439-0757
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Looking for long term lease
Call Bob: 214-415-1219
or Judy 214-418-4706
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Contacts
(Who to Contact about What)

Board Of Directors
Gene de Bullet (President)
Bill Freckman (Vice President)
Jim Usher (Treasurer)
Ted Kelso
Bob Avery
Lee Burgin
Gerald Kinman

817-335-4767
817-705-6300
817-236-7506
817-721-4861
817-439-8400
817-437-5567
817-913-1499

thebulletfortworth@hotmail.com
bfreckman@tx.rr.com
jcusher@sbcglobal.net
tedkelso@hotmail.com
bavery@averytools.com
alpinefuneralhome@sbcglobal.net
RV8R@mac.com

Principal Management Group
Carol Moran
682-325-5340
cmoran@principal-mgmt.com
Architectural
Bob Avery
817-439-8400
bavery@averytools.com
Don Davis Sec. 2 and 3
817-919-4593
dld@airmail.net
Septic
Carol Moran
817-451-7300
cmoran@principal-mgmt.com
Safety
Larry Partain
214-417-4950
larry@print-dallas.com
Taxiway Repair
Bryan Martin
817-577-4866
bmartin1@bitwise.com
Runway/Taxiway Lights & Repair
Bob Avery
817-439-8400
bavery@averytools.com
Airport Support Network Volunteer
Don Browning
817-439-3240
71whiskeytango@att.net
Website & Directory
Michael Reddick
817-992-2411
mrr9447@yahoo.com
Newsletter
Mike Bruno
501-206-1738
flappingseditor@yahoo.com
Security Improvements
Ted Kelso
817-721-4861
tedkelso@hotmail.com
South Gate Emergency
Roy Geer
817-253-1795 or 817-439-5777
vg2729@aol.com
South Gate Directory Database
Jim Usher
jcusher@sbcglobal.net
Table & Chairs
The HAPA Tables & Chairs are available to any current HAPA Member for personal use on the Airport
Property for activities such as parties, meetings, etc.
Please contact Judy or Bob Avery at 817-439-8400 or bavery@averytools.com
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September/October 2011 Flappings!
The Official Newsletter of Hicks Airfield Pilots Association

Notices:


We are continually updating the online version of the HAPA membership directory. If your info
needs updating please email Mike Reddick at mrr9447@yahoo.com



If you haven’t yet provided an email address, please do! We would like to be able to contact as
many HAPA members as possible via email.



This is YOUR newsletter– Please submit articles, pictures, thoughts, etc by the 15th of
the month.



The 2011 BOD is looking for volunteers Please Contact any Board member to volunteer
to help with the continuing improvement of Hicks Airfield.



If you have an issue and would like to address the HAPA BOD during a Board meeting, Please
contact Gene de Bullet.



For issues concerning ONCOR pole work, call Buddy Mills (Oncor District Service Advisor): Cell (469) 261-6338



For Emergency South Gate Issues, call Roy Geer 817-253-1795 or 817439-5777



For South Gate Directory Changes contact Jim Usher at
hapagate@yahoo.com



Board of Directors Meeting: Thursday, October 13, Hangar 111

Don Browning prepares for the next leg of the
journey to Reno.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
HAPA
100 Aviator Dr
Ft Worth, TX 76179
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