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president’s Corner
By Gene de Bullet

Dear Members and Families,
Well we are definitely into a “long hot summer”.
Hot weather brings about short tempers and makes us say things that we may not otherwise say.
I have asked the management group to confirm all complaints personally to decide the ulterior motive if any
that may be present, the degree of infraction, and number of times that member may have been cited for similar conduct. That is to say that I want to be sure that from a common sense standpoint, the management company is convinced that a member needs to be “hassled”.
I understand that the gate committee has reached a consensus with the support of the Board as to the north
fence gate improvement plan passed approximately six months ago. All three gates will remain operational
for now.
Our airport beacon has been inoperative for several weeks waiting on a specific motor which was hard to find.
I understand from Bob Avery that this repair will be completed within the next week or two barring unforeseen events.
All and all there just hasn’t been many problems at the airport to talk about. The number of total residents vs.
those who had complaints is about one percent.
Lastly, please watch for any activity that might be a potential fire hazard as this may be one of the driest summers on record and we have to take care of each other.
Regards,

Gene

Board of Directors
August Meeting:
Thursday, August 11, Hangar 111 6:30 PM

To have your concern placed on the agenda
please contact your local board member.
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July/August editorial
I hope everyone is having a fine summer and enjoying (or escaping) the tropical heat. Things have
been pretty quiet around the airfield, even up here in the lawless northeast section. Since your editor has had a
lot going on, this is another bi-monthly edition of Flappings, but I expect to be able to return to monthly editions in September.
Recently, I finished my training as a Check Airman in the Boeing 757/767 for American Airlines. For
those not familiar with the term, it refers to a pilot who conducts training and evaluation of line pilots. I am
now an “X” type check airman, which means that I give instruction and checks in the simulator, and also do
“L” type check airman work in the aircraft itself, which includes no-notice line checks and initial operating
experience. I prefer the military and Part 91 philosophy of having instruction and evaluation separated into
two different qualifications, but I’m sure there’s some historical reason for why it is done this way.
The checkout process itself was a lot of work and lasted for over two months. Some of the more challenging aspects of the experience are not what you might expect. For example, I had to qualify in the right
seat of the airplane after 18 years in the left. Not only do you have to learn the different checklist flows and
responses, but you also have to deal with simple things, like how to adjust the right seat, which has its ten adjustment levers arranged in a mirror image of the left. After years of accomplishing a task, you develop
“muscle memory,” and it’s difficult to overcome. I found myself reaching all over the place to change radio
frequencies, even though the knobs are located on the very same panel I’ve been using for the last seven
years. It’s kind of like driving a car in England.
Learning to operate the simulators, too, can be quite entertaining. Most airlines operate Level D full
flight simulators, which allow training and evaluation, up to a full type rating, without ever flying the actual
aircraft. American Airlines has six simulators in the 757/767 fleet, and even though the cockpits are just like
the airplane, there is an additional simulator control station where the check airman controls the aircraft systems and visual displays (for which, I might add, there is no operating manual). Check airmen have to choreograph a 4 hour simulator session, and maximize training and evaluation without running over time. Some of
the simulators have a delay between pushing a button and something happening, like an engine fire, while
other scenarios happen immediately. This can get exciting. I also discovered that simulator programmers do
have a sense of humor. While repositioning a crew from initial climb back to the runway at LAX, I failed to
lower the landing gear handle. The computer faithfully put the airplane on its belly at the departure end of
25R. Now what?, I thought. Well, not having a better idea, I lowered the gear handle, thinking the simulated
aircraft would just lift up to a normal position. Wrong. The sim jumped high into the air, coming back down
on its “gear” with a loud bang, tossing around books, charts, and me.
But it’s been a blast (sometimes literally), and certainly an eye-opening experience about how much
we have to learn, even as we near the end of our careers. I wouldn’t have it any other way.

Mike
The deadline for submission of articles, advertisements, minutes, and reports will be the 15th of the month. This should provide sufficient time to
Submittal Policy:

edit the layout of the newsletter so that it can be mailed & posted to www.t67.org by the first of the
following month. Please provide input in MS Word format, if possible. Flappings will be available online
on or about the first of every month. All ads should be submitted in writing to:
flappingseditor@yahoo.com.
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HICK’S AIRFIELD PILOTS ASSOCIATION
Minutes for Board Meeting – June 9, 2011
A regular board meeting of the Hick’s Airfield Pilot’s Association Board of Directors was held on June 9,
2011. A quorum being present, the meeting was called to order at 6:35 p.m. and announced ready by President Gene deBullet.
Board members present were, President Gene deBullet, Treasurer Jim Usher, Secretary Jerry Kinman, Bob
Avery, Lee Burgin and Bill Freckman. Other members of the Association were also present as observers.
Consideration and approval of the Treasurer’s Report was recognized by Jim Usher and approved by Jerry
Freckman and seconded by Lee Burgin.
Motion was made by Jim Usher and seconded by Jerry Kinman to approve the Secretary’s Minutes.
Committee Reports
Bob Avery spoke as to septic issues and a discussion followed.
The north gate continues to be a pending topic.
South end barriers were reported to be “on order”.
Violation letters continue to be pursued by the management company as reported by Carol Moran.
The floor was open to all.
President Gene deBullet opened the floor to old business.
At 7:04 p.m. motion to adjourn was made by Lee Burgin and seconded by Bob Avery, passed.
Respectfully submitted.

Ninfa Cruz
Garage/hangar sale!!
Friday & Saturday August 19 & 20. 7am to? If you would like to join in you are cordially invited to do so. We could even make it an Airport-wide event if enough folks are interested. Nate
Abel, Ron & Melana Sinclair. (#155). 817-504-7694.
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Flying Safety: Ostentatious Displays
by Mike Bruno

Unfortunately, due to some recent events, I must put my Safety Officer hat back on for a few minutes.
It's widely known that we have some pilots who will occasionally make a high-speed low pass of questionable
legality. This is never good. Recently, though, several of us witnessed a Hicks based aircraft make a series of
very low passes with various vertical maneuvers at the ends of the runway. To say it was an ostentatious display is an understatement. Acts such as this hurt all of us by putting us under scrutiny, and greatly increasing
the chances of another accident, which, in addition to the potential loss of life or injury to passengers and
Hicks’ residents, could also put us out of business.
Let's review some FARs:
91.17
Except when necessary for takeoff or landing, no person may operate an aircraft below the following altitudes:
(a) Anywhere. An altitude allowing, if a power unit fails, an emergency landing without undue
hazard to persons or property on the surface.
(b) Over congested areas. Over any congested area of a city, town, or settlement, or over any
open air assembly of persons, an altitude of 1,000 feet above the highest obstacle within a horizontal radius of 2,000 feet of the aircraft.
(c) Over other than congested areas. An altitude of 500 feet above the surface, except over open
water or sparsely populated areas. In those cases, the aircraft may not be operated closer than
500 feet to any person, vessel, vehicle, or structure.

91.303 (partial)
No person may operate an aircraft in aerobatic flight—
(a) Over any congested area of a city, town, or settlement;
(e) Below an altitude of 1,500 feet above the surface
For the purposes of this section, aerobatic flight means an intentional maneuver involving an
abrupt change in an aircraft's attitude, an abnormal attitude, or abnormal acceleration, not necessary for normal flight.

91.13
(a) Aircraft operations for the purpose of air navigation. No person may operate an aircraft in a
careless or reckless manner so as to endanger the life or property of another.

According to 91.17, if you’re not intending to land, you can’t fly within 500 feet of any object or person, or 1000 feet if the FAA decides there is an “open air assembly of people,” regardless of whether or not
you’re at an airport. Notice, too, that the FAA’s definition of aerobatic flight no longer includes measurable
pitch or bank criteria; if an inspector thinks you were performing maneuvers not necessary for “normal
flight,” you are performing aerobatics, which requires a waiver to be performed below 1500 feet AGL or over
congested areas. As some of you know, I spent many years defending pilots from FAA certificate action. I
found the inspectors to be very reasonable, but they tend to lose their sense of humor when dealing with an
intentional act. I can assure you that in cases of low flying, they will go for a suspension – if not a revocation
– and they will always toss in everyone’s favorite, 91.13, “careless and reckless” to cement their case.
Don't do it. Not at Hicks. Not anywhere. It’s not a good – or safe – idea.
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Financial reports
As of May 31, 2011-Submitted by Jim Usher, HAPA Treasurer
HAPA Income and Expense Statement
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HAPA BALANCE SHEET
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Left: Hicks on a nice Spring afternoon, from the Abel
family’s hot air balloon. Below: Kids check out the
balloon’s basket on Kids fly day.

Kids fly day 2011 was, as in past years, hosted by Ron and Melana Sinclair. The EAA Young Eagles program was involved
again, and the event was a great success. Opposite page, left to right, top to bottom. Melana Sinclair and the EAA Young Eagles program volunteers brief pilots and parents. Lt Col Steve Nelson helps an aspiring fighter pilot with his helmet. Kurt Louis
taxis out in his Champ. Manny Figlia discusses flying with a group of kids. A young man shows his excitement while being
strapped into the aircraft. The event had a great turnout! Below: Aircraft with kids aboard line up for takeoff.
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president’s Corner by Gene de Bullet
Members,
We had our monthly Board meeting Thursday, June 9, 2011 and one of our visitors Carol
Morris put it best when she said, “We need to do what’s best for everybody on the airport.”
Which if you think about it that should be common sense to most of us.
If you consider the last six months, there have been break-ins, thefts, people running through
fences and the like. It is impossible to know where these people come from or how they get
onto the airport but in my opinion we have made it easy on them especially on the north end.
About a year ago a gate committee formed and reported back to the board that the north entrances were too many and too open and were being constantly vandalized. Months later a
board decision was made to cure that problem by closing off some of the entrances and put in
a structural gate(s) similar to our south gate (hoping to stop uninvited guests). For some reason this action has caused some disagreements which I regret and which are being looked at
by your board.
Brian Taylor reported that he will have a taxiway study with costs for the board to look at in
July.
Complaints as to taxiway “Bravo” as to vehicles and aircraft blockage continue. Please,
please be a good neighbor.
It is important that we keep our lots mowed, free of trash and other articles that are not allowed. Our management company has in place procedures which go back at least a decade
for noticing members of issues brought to the management company’s attention. Make sure
that the management company has your correct address as that is often the only way that you
can be contacted.
I look forward to a productive summer and appreciate your help and cooperation.
Regards,

Gene
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HICK’S AIRFIELD PILOTS ASSOCIATION
Minutes for Board Meeting – May 12, 2011
A regular board meeting of the Hick’s Airfield Pilot’s Association Board of Directors was held on May 12,
2011. A quorum being present, the meeting was called to order at 6:53 p.m. and announced ready by President Gene deBullet.
All board members present, President Gene deBullet, Vice President Ted Kelso, Treasurer Jim Usher, Secretary Jerry Kinman, Bob Avery, Bill Freckman and Lee Bergin. Other members of the Association were also
present as observers.
Consideration and approval of the Treasurer’s Report was recognized by Jim Usher and approved by Ted
Kelso and seconded by Lee Bergin.
Motion was made by Lee Bergin and seconded by Bill Freckman to approve the Secretary’s Minutes.
Committee Reports
Bob Avery reported broken septic pipes that needed to be repaired in Hangar #752. Brian would be making
arrangements to be fixed, ordered and scheduled.
Ted Kelso spoke as to the drainage issue (n. end) and reported that this item was tabled due to costs including
legal, regarding taxiway. Jerry Kinman reported that although the issue as to the taxiway barriers has been
passed, it just hasn’t been done, pending materials.
N.W. corner and S.W. corner encroachments were discussed.
Complaints as to the taxiway “Bravo” was assigned to Larry Partain and Carol Moran. Larry Partain was not
available to report but Carol Moran reported that she has not seen any incidents or occurrences. Brian who
lives on that taxiway added that he has not seen anything.
The floor was open to all.
North gate action has been tabled for study pending legal opinion (attorney out of town on vacation.)
President Gene deBullet opened the floor to old business.
At 7:27 p.m. motion to adjourn was made by Lee Bergin and seconded by Bob Avery, passed.
Respectfully submitted,

Ninfa Cruz
Editor’s note:
Since I have only published the last few issues of Flappings bi-monthly, I have included here previous
President’s and Secretary’s reports, which they are submitting on a monthly basis.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Real Estate
HANGARS and LOTS
AVAILABLE
DON DAVIS REALTY
HICKS AIRFIELD, INC.
SERVING HICKS AIRFIELD SINCE 1985
JAN LARY, AGENT 817 715-4693
jlddr@sbcglobal.net
GREAT LOT ON SOUTH END OF RUNWAY
Located on the east side at the south end
70’ X 80’ lot with a great view
Lot will accommodate a 60’ X 55’ hangar

WONDERFUL LOCATION ON HIGH ELEVATION
105 & 106 Aviator Drive
Lot 2-3 & 2-4, Block 1
Lot 2-3 is 100’ north to south X 127.5’east to west, totaling 12,750 s.f.
and fronts the runway
Lot 2-4 is 100’ north to south X 62.5’ east to west, totaling
6,250 s.f. this lot sits directly behind lot 2-3
Combining both lots you have 100’ wide north to south X 190’ deep east
to west, totaling 19,000 s.f.
Set backs:
75’ off of front property pin (west)
5’ off of back (east)
5’ off of north side
30’ off of south side (30’ access easement)
Maximum Hangar for this lot (combined 2 lots) is:
65’ wide north to south X 110’ deep east to west
= 7,150 s.f. hangar
Your hangar bifold doors may face west or south (or both)
Water and electric are to the property
You must install a septic system to serve this hangar

Priced to sell at $135,000.00!

15763 Bonanza Dr. $550,000
Hangar/ Home located on 1 acre at Propwash. 7225’ per
tax office, approx. 4400’ hangar, 2470 living area.
Fantastic finish out in custom home.
Hangar door 17x46, 2500 lb hydraulic lift, 2 large workshops, 20x70 storage loft.
Must see to appreciate!

Call Bill, Town North Realtors
(469) 233-7121
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Hangar Sales and Leasing
Build To Suit Hangars
Property Management
972-465-8400
682-225-3262
www.AirSpaceDFW.com

Lot For Sale
45X60 Concrete
Pad. Water & Electric.
Call 863-660-3613

Hangars For Sale

50X50 Hangar with one bedroom apartment,
2 full baths, pilots lounge. $215,000

http://513aviatordrive.willsellquick.com
80X68 hangar with spacious and luxurious
living space above.
http://736aviatordrive.isnow4sale.com
Go to website for more details and virtual
tour!
Call Gwen Mannis Century 21
(817) 793-9563
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
T-Hangar For Rent
Contact Brian Macomber @
brian_macomber@att.net
310.844.5590

FOR CONTINENTAL (TCM) ENGINES AT
ANNUAL OR 100 HOUR INSPECTION
(Or any time a suspect cylinder is in doubt)

Aircraft, parts, and service
Metro Parts Inc : 566 at Hicks Airfield
Over 30 years n the aircraft parts business!
We work hundreds of manufactures and repair stations around
the world. We can provide a reduction in cost and faster availability for you! Parts request drop box by the front doorDrop off your requirements any time.
Owner: Craig Poslick
Office: 817-439-8484
Fax: 817-439-8442
Email: sales@metropartsinc.com or metroparts@yahoo.com
Cell: 817-368-2274

13

TCM Service Bulletin SB03-3 states: “TCM requires a
cylinder bore scope inspection be accomplished in conjunction with the differential pressure test.” (This is NOT
an FAA mandate.) With the development of recent bore
scopes, this inspection becomes an excellent tool that will
affect your decision on a suspect cylinder, regardless of
engine manufacturer.
We have a solution:
11 STEP (APPROX. 10’ HIGH)
ROLL-ABOUT LADDER FOR
HANGAR OR WAREHOUSE.
COST NEW $1,100.
SELL FOR $250.
JIM USHER 817 236 7506
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Sales and Services
NEED POWER?
Commercial and residential electrical installation and repair.
Lighting
Ceiling Fans
New Circuits
Diagnostic
Jason Fischer
238 Aviator Dr.
(817) 807-6060

Need A Notary Public?
Hangar 501 Lab Resource ,Inc.
1-800-856-4070

Cell (817) 522-6456

501 Aviator Drive Fort Worth, Texas 76179 Come by
Hangar 501 to get all of your documents notarized!
There is only a $10.00 cash fee for every document. Hours Of Operation: Mon. - Fri. 8:30AM 5:00PM Weekends Will Gladly meet you. Ask for Stacey or leave a voicemail.

DIGITAL PROFESSIONAL PHOTO OF YOUR PLANE OR PET!
CHECK IT OUT!
The perfect Christmas gift. Unique custom work. I can also paint your plane or pet! Acrylic on
natural marble or granite stone. 5 X 7 only $360. Go to www.judyates.com to view samples of
my work. 30+ years experience. FREE personalization and FREE display easel. Call Judy @
214-418-4706 to discuss details and prices.

Wanted
WANTED:

WANT TO RENT HANGAR
50 X 50 Will pay $700 per month

Small ATV–
200 CC or Less
Call Bob Reed
817-439-0757
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Looking for long term lease
Call Bob: 214-415-1219
or Judy 214-418-4706
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Contacts
(Who to Contact about What)

Board Of Directors
Gene de Bullet (President)
Bill Freckman (Vice President)
Jim Usher (Treasurer)
Ted Kelso
Bob Avery
Lee Burgin
Gerald Kinman

817-335-4767
817-705-6300
817-236-7506
817-721-4861
817-439-8400
817-437-5567
817-913-1499

thebulletfortworth@hotmail.com
bfreckman@tx.rr.com
jcusher@sbcglobal.net
tedkelso@hotmail.com
bavery@averytools.com
alpinefuneralhome@sbcglobal.net
RV8R@mac.com

Principal Management Group
Carol Moran
682-325-5340
cmoran@principal-mgmt.com
Architectural
Bob Avery
817-439-8400
bavery@averytools.com
Don Davis Sec. 2 and 3
817-919-4593
dld@airmail.net
Septic
Carol Moran
817-451-7300
cmoran@principal-mgmt.com
Safety
Larry Partain
214-417-4950
larry@print-dallas.com
Taxiway Repair
Bryan Martin
817-577-4866
bmartin1@bitwise.com
Runway/Taxiway Lights & Repair
Bob Avery
817-439-8400
bavery@averytools.com
Airport Support Network Volunteer
Don Browning
817-439-3240
71whiskeytango@att.net
Website & Directory
Michael Reddick
817-992-2411
mrr9447@yahoo.com
Newsletter
Mike Bruno
501-206-1738
flappingseditor@yahoo.com
Security Improvements
Ted Kelso
817-721-4861
tedkelso@hotmail.com
South Gate Emergency
Roy Geer
817-253-1795 or 817-439-5777
vg2729@aol.com
South Gate Directory Database
Jim Usher
jcusher@sbcglobal.net
Table & Chairs
The HAPA Tables & Chairs are available to any current HAPA Member for personal use on the Airport
Property for activities such as parties, meetings, etc.
Please contact Judy or Bob Avery at 817-439-8400 or bavery@averytools.com
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Your July/August 2011 Flappings!
The Official Newsletter of Hicks Airfield Pilots Association

Notices:


We are continually updating the online version of the HAPA membership directory. If your info
needs updating please email Mike Reddick at mrr9447@yahoo.com



If you haven’t yet provided an email address, please do! We would like to be able to contact as
many HAPA members as possible via email.



This is YOUR newsletter– Please submit articles, pictures, thoughts, etc by the 15th of
the month.



The 2011 BOD is looking for volunteers Please Contact any Board member to volunteer
to help with the continuing improvement of Hicks Airfield.



If you have an issue and would like to address the HAPA BOD during a Board meeting, Please
contact Gene de Bullet.



For issues concerning ONCOR pole work, call Buddy Mills (Oncor District Service Advisor): Cell (469) 261-6338



For Emergency South Gate Issues, call Roy Geer 817-253-1795 or 817439-5777



For South Gate Directory Changes contact Jim Usher at
hapagate@yahoo.com



Board of Directors Meeting: Thursday, August 11, Hangar 111

Ron Sinclair prepares to taxi out on Kids Fly Day 2011
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
HAPA
100 Aviator Dr
Ft Worth, TX 76179

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE PAID
FORT WORTH , TX
PERMIT NO. 4081

16

VOLUME 26 ISSUE 5

