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Submittal Policy:  The deadline for submission of articles, advertisements, min-

utes, and reports will be the 15th of the month. This should provide sufficient time to 

edit the layout of the newsletter so that it can be mailed & posted to www.t67.org by the first of the 

following month. Please provide input in MS Word format, if possible. Flappings will be available online 

on or about the first of every month. All ads should be submitted in writing to flappingsedi-
tor@yahoo.com. 

president’s Corner 

By Gene de Bullet 

Dear Members and Families, 

 

We are off and running with a drainage engineer working towards construction plans to alleviate rainwater 

drainage problems.  There is no such thing as a total fix at Hicks for various reasons not under our control. 

However, those “in the know” say that the plan will be of substantial benefit to us.  So, “self-helpers” are 

again asked to contact the architectural board chaired by Bob Avery, Hangar 111, before anyone becomes 

creative as to water diversion, etc. 

 

We already have some problems based on property owners on the field who, without regard to their neighbor, 

have altered the grade of their property.  Water has to go somewhere and it always runs downhill.  Be a good 

neighbor and visit with each other before contacting the committee and we will work together as necessary. 

 

Taxiway repairs (Bryan Martin) were discussed at the Board Meeting and are being planned in conjunction 

with the drainage project engineer.  Ted Kelso has volunteered to be the point man (liaison) and will, as nec-

essary, schedule meetings with the engineers as the project progresses. 

 

Overall maintenance including septic pumps are in progress now that Oncor has reinstated electrical service. 

(More to come later) 

 

Our HAPA tractor with implements including mower and post hole digger are on the auction block.  Accord-

ingly, “Sealed Bids” are being accepted by Carol Moran at the Management Service, and are to be submitted 

no later than our next board meeting on September 9, 2010.  Floor of the bidding is $1,000.00 i.e., only bids 

over this amount will be considered. 

 

In closing we still have complaints as to trailers, building materials, and the like being stored openly on the 

airport.  The board has asked Carol Moran to make weekly inspection, warn and fine as necessary violators.  

We are not children and this should not be necessary so please police your own property. 

 

Best regards, 

Gene 

mailto:flappingseditor@yahoo.com
mailto:flappingseditor@yahoo.com
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august editorial 

By Mike Bruno 

           

 It’s that time of year again;  last minute vacation plans, big yellow buses clogging the roads, and 

yes, I’ve just seen my first Christmas advertisement. It has been a long, hot summer (unfortunately, it’s still 

hot) and not without mishap.   

 

 Not only did we have several accidents close to home, but general aviation’s greatest advertisement, 

Air Venture at Oshkosh, featured several too.  I was there for three days, and personally witnessed two acci-

dents.  Not a very good record.   

 

 The first was a midair that happened right in front of my friend and I in his RV6, on the VFR arrival 

into Wittman Field.  Two aircraft got together right over the FAA controller on the ground.  It was fascinat-

ing to observe, with one pilot in full panic saying he had been hit by someone and the other, completely 

calm, replying “no, I think you hit us”.  Happily, the occupants of both aircraft made it safely to a runway 

and were given an opportunity to further discuss the matter.   

 

 I was actually facing the wrong way to see the second event, but I heard and saw the reaction of the 

crowd that scattered as NASCAR team owner Jack Roush lost control of his Premier jet on landing.  Jack  is 

now out of the hospital, and both events are under investigation.  

 

 While I realize that, statistically, the great number of hours flown by participants and visitors to 

OSH should result in an accident or two, I still can’t help feeling that the organizers and the FAA  should 

take a good hard look at how they manage this event. 

 

 Fortunately, the vast majority of  General Aviation aircraft are operated safely and bring fun, utility, 

and satisfaction to their owners.  This month’s Flying Safety article was submitted by Ron and Melana Sin-

clair, and describes their “Desert Flying Adventure”.  Why is this article appropriate for  Flying Safety?  

Because it shows how a basic aircraft, the venerable Cessna 172, can be operated safely under demanding 

conditions.  Flying a basic single engine aircraft over inhospitable terrain in hot weather requires serious 

planning and attention to detail.  Ron and Melana demonstrated that you don’t need a fancy, high perform-

ance, flat-panel equipped aircraft to pull this off (even though I’d love to have one!).  

 

 Let’s enjoy the upcoming cooler weather, and fly safely!                Mike 

                           Rio Concho closes temporarily 
 The  Rio Concho restaurant and pilot shop is closed temporarily for renovations, according to 

management.  While no timetable was available, Flappings was told that plans are for the facility to re-

open soon. 

 We hope that the business does re-open soon, because the restaurant, pilot shop, and fuel pumps 

are a major convenience for residents and tenants, as well as a draw for the $100.00 hamburger enthusi-

asts.  The business greatly enhances the view of Hicks as a viable and popular airfield.  
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         Flying Safety              

This month: An account of a recent trip submitted by Ron and Melana Sinclair 

 

                                                   Desert Flying Adventure 

 Visiting the Four Corners region by aircraft was on my mind when I first decided to earn my pilots license. I 

would imagine that such thoughts of adventurous possibilities are on many people’s minds when they first 

think of the freedom of flight.  Unfortunately, we all seem to become more conservative with age and rarely 

see such dreams to fruition.  Since buying our vintage 57 Cessna 172 right here at Hicks Field after seeing it on 

the Rio Concho bulletin board, Melana and I have enjoyed traveling with it and have expanded our horizons a 

little more each year. 

 Many would think we’re crazy for taking such a slow plane on the long cross-countries that we do, but an old 

high wing is just the thing if you’re not worried about schedules and just like sightseeing.  This trip was by far 

our most ambitious, and by far our most memorable. I don’t want to bore you with our vacation photos and sto-

ries, but hope to encourage you to get out and see some incredible country in the coolest possible way. 

 This trip took us through New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, Colorado, and Wyoming.  Just a few of the remarkable 

places we saw include The Painted Desert, Grand Canyon, Lake Powell, Monument Valley, Capitol Reef, Can-

yonlands NP, Arches NP, The Uinta Mountains and of course The Rockies from every angle.  The most chal-

lenging in terms of pilot work load was the Grand Canyon .  We stopped in Page Arizona first and purchased a 

Grand Canyon sectional which is a must have before you go.  The tourist planes and helicopters have special 

routes and altitudes that give them a far better view than we private pilots. GC is covered with no-fly zones and 

has special corridors we need to follow.  Good communication with GC tower and other aircraft is a must and 

VFR altitudes of 10,500 or 11,500 must be maintained.  We shared corridors with other planes, so you need to 

stay on your toes.  It’s worth the hassle though, as Grand Canyon is aptly named.    

 Monument Valley was my personal favorite and long time goal to someday fly.  The Valley has none of the 

restrictions of Grand Canyon and in my opinion is even more spectacular. My goal now is to someday return in 

the Breezy I am currently building!  After spending several days flying an average of five hours per day sight-

seeing, we followed the Green River from Lake Powell all the way up to Flaming Gorge Reservoir in Wyo-

ming. The sights along this route are very impressive with the Rockies to the East and the snow-capped Uintas 

to the North. Vernal Utah provides a nice pass through the Uintas on the way up.  Things change pretty quickly 

once in Wyoming, and the first thing you notice is the strong winds out of the West.  All the runways in this 

part of the country are oriented east-west for good reason.  Evanston Wyoming has an impressive airport which 

sits at 7,000 feet up on a mesa overlooking town. We landed with northwesterly winds of 25 gusting to 39, 40 

degrees off runway heading with a density altitude of 10,500 feet.  Taildragger pilots would have their feet full 

on that one!  Talk about a small world, the airport was being run by a couple from Weatherford while their air-

port manager son took a little vacation.  The lady thought our address seemed familiar and as it turned out was 

not only familiar with Hicks Field, but had been in our hangar a little before we bought it.   
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After a few days of visiting family in the area, we got up at dawn and arrived at the airport just as a moose 

came strolling in towards the runway access gate.  I’ve herded cats before in our hangar, but never a 

moose.  This guy was just a calf, but stood around six feet at the shoulder.  He left without a hassle after a little 

persuasion . Thankfully, his mom was nowhere to be seen!   We loaded up the 172 and flew east with a healthy 

tailwind to Greeley Colorado for fuel and lunch.  We then left the mountains behind and watched the eleva-

tions drop down across southeastern Colorado and Kansas where we descended from 9,500 feet to be greeted 

by 100 degree heat in the town of Hugoton Kansas where we fueled up on cheap fuel and flew on home after 

covering 958 miles in a little over 11 hours since leaving Wyoming. 

 A cold beer after arriving safely back at Hicks Field never tasted so good!  

  

  

Hicks delegation attends Oshkosh 
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Financial reports 
As of June 30 2010-Submitted by Jim Usher, HAPA Treasurer 

HAPA Income and Expense Statement 
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HAPA BALANCE SHEET 
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HICK’S AIRFIELD PILOTS ASSOCIATION 
Minutes for Board Meeting – August 12, 2010 

 
A regular meeting of the Hicks Airfield Pilots Association Board of Directors was held on August 12, 2010.  A quo-

rum being present, the meeting was called to order at 6:35 p.m. and announced ready by President Gene deBullet. 

 

Board members present were President Gene deBullet, Ted Kelso, Bob Avery, Jim Usher, Jerry Kinman, Bill Freck-

man and Coy Surles.  Other members of the Association were also present as observers. 

 

The motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report was passed. 

 

The motion to approve both May and July board meeting minutes was passed. 

 

The Board of Directors has chosen Michael Anderson of Belcheff and Associates, Inc. to be the engineer for the 

drainage project. 

  

President deBullet reported that Ted Kelso has been appointed airport designee to work with the drainage engineer. 

 

Bryan Martin reported receiving bids on thirteen areas of airport taxiway repair which will be coordinated with the 

drainage engineer.   

 

Unfinished Business 
  

The repair and upgrade of the septic pump at midfield and electric service to that pump is ongoing and should be 

completed soon. 

 

The bids received for the sale of the HAPA tractor were incorrectly submitted (not sealed), therefore, a motion was 

passed to resubmit the tractor with mower, blade, and post hole digger for sale on eBay. 

 

A motion to drop a fine and associated fees for improper storage of structural steel was passed. 

 

The motion to adjourn the meeting passed at 7:04p.m. 

 

Anne Goczalk – Secretary    Hicks Airfield Pilots Association  

Board of Directors  August Meeting: 

Thursday, September 9 Hangar 111 6:30 PM   

To have your concern placed on the agenda 

 please contact your local board member. 
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 Weekend aviation planner 

 CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

 

Hangar Sales and Leasing 
Build To Suit Hangars 

Property Management 
972-465-8400 
682-225-3262 

www.AirSpaceDFW.com  
 

 

                        For Sale 587 Aviator Drive 
Nice 2,500 s.f. hangar located on a 60’ X 70’ lot 
Interior finish out space of approx. 1,750 s.f. 
1st floor: Kitchen, dining, full bath, laundry rm 
2nd floor: Living rm/wet bar, 3 bedrooms, full bath w/jet tub 
Painted floor in bay w/ air cond. tool shop room 
One 33’ X 14’ bifold door 
Due To The Size Of The Bifold Door This Hangar Will 
Accommodate An RV 4, 6, or 8, a Pitts or Grumman 
Not A Larger Aircraft  
One 12’ X 12’ overhead door  
Two personnel doors 3o 7o 
Concrete patio w/fenced exterior storage 
 
Priced To Sell at $250,000.00 or Lease $1,200.00 
per month, minimum one year lease. 
With 20% down and owner approved credit the owner 
will carry a ten year note @ 7% interest w/ a 
balloon at the end of said ten year period. 
 
Very Nice With Many Amenities Must See 
Jan Lary, Agent 
Don Davis Realty/Hicks Airfield, Inc. 
Cell: 817 715-4693 jlddr@sbcglobal.net 

Sep 4 — Addison, TX. Addison Airport (ADS). Free BBQ Lunch and Optional Wings Seminar. American Flyers invites you 

and a friend to spend a fun-filled afternoon at the airport and enjoy the camaraderie of others who share your passion for avia-

tion. Enjoy a free BBQ lunch and stay for the optional Wings seminar. All attendees will be given a certificate for 2 hours free 

VFR or IFR simulator session. Contact Mitch McCormack, 972-407-0295.  

Sep 15 - 19 — Reno, NV. Reno-Stead (RTS). National Championship Air Races. The world's fastest motor sport The Reno 

National Championship Air Races - the only place in the world where you can experience: * five days of REAL AIR RACING 

by six classes of aircraft, * close-up access to racing aircraft, pilots, and crews in the pits, * a world-class airshow, * a large 

static aircraft display, including the Heritage Trophy competition, and * great concessions and amenities. 775-972-6663.  

Sep 17 - 18 — Bartlesville, OK. Bartlesville Municipal Airport (BVO). 54th Annual Tulsa Regional Fly-In. The Tulsa Fly-In 

attracts 250-400 aircraft for the two-day event. This year's event will include the first South Central USA Light Sport Expo. 

This long running and popular fly-in is dedicated to sport aviation aircraft and their fans; join us for a weekend of aviation ca-

maraderie. Contact Charlie Harris, 918-622-8400.  

Sep 25 — Ingleside, TX. T. P. McCampbell (KTFP). Bar B Q and FLY IN. WW II, Korean era, and unique aircraft as well as 

DPS and Coast Guard Helicopters on Display 11AM to 4PM Contact Jim Price, 361-758-5276 or 361-758-2000.  

mailto:jlddr@sbcglobal.net
http://www.aopa.org/airports/ADS
http://www.aopa.org/airports/RTS
http://www.aopa.org/airports/BVO
http://www.aopa.org/airports/KTFP
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING  

 

Need A Notary Public? Hangar 501  Lab 
Resource ,Inc. 
  1-800-856-4070   Cell  (817) 522-6456  
501 Aviator Drive Fort Worth, Texas 76179     Come by 
Hangar 501 to get all of your documents notarized    

Lot For Sale 
45X60 Concrete 
Pad. Water & Electric. 
Call 863-660-3613 

 FOR CONTINENTAL (TCM) ENGINES AT 
  ANNUAL OR   100 HOUR INSPECTION 

(Or any time a suspect cylinder is in doubt) 
 
 

TCM Service Bulletin SB03-3 states: “TCM requires a 
cylinder bore scope inspection be accomplished in con-
junction with the differential pressure test.” (This is NOT 
an FAA mandate.) With the development of recent bore 
scopes, this inspection becomes an excellent tool that 
will affect your decision on a suspect cylinder, regard-
less of engine manufacturer. 
 

We have a solution:  
a bore scope based here at T67. 

For an appointment please call 
Jim Usher @ 817-236-7506  

Metro Parts Inc :  566 at Hicks Airfield 
Over 30 years n the aircraft parts business!   

We work hundreds of manufactures and repair stations around 
the world.  We can provide a reduction in cost and faster avail-

ability for you!  Parts request drop box by the front door-   
Drop off your requirements any time. 

 

Owner: Craig Poslick 
Office: 817-439-8484 
Fax: 817-439-8442 
Email: sales@metropartsinc.com  or metroparts@yahoo.com 
Cell:  817-368-2274 

HANGAR AND APARTMENT for Lease 

Fully furnished Apartment, 2 bedroom/2 

bath. 

All inclusive, Cooking, Bedding/Towels ETC 

Hangar parking for one airplane,2 vehicles/

boat, etc. 

Must have AIRPLANE and need for full fur-

nished APARTMENT. 

1 year lease.  $1,500.00 per month. 

Contact Jan Lary, agent 817-715-4693  

WANTED: 
Small ATV–  

200 CC or Less 
Call Bob Reed  
817-439-0757 

NEED POWER? 

 Commercial and residential 

electrical installation and repair. 

  Lighting    Ceiling Fans 

New CircuitsDiagnostic 

                   Jason Fischer 

                     817-495-5542 

                      238 Aviator Dr. 

                      Fort Worth TX  

        76179  
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 HANGARS  FOR  SALE 

 
DON DAVIS REALTY 

HICKS AIRFIELD, INC. 

SERVING HICKS AIRFIELD SINCE 1985 

Hangar For Sale 
Hangar 513 and adjoining lot for sale.  

$296,000 
Call Gwen Manis for  

details 817-793-9563 or email   

Board Of Directors 

Gene de Bullet (President)        817-335-4767 thebulletfortworth@live.com 

Bill Freckman (Vice President)   817-705-6300 bfreckman@tx.rr.com  

Jim Usher (Treasurer) 817-236-7506 jcusher@sbcglobal.net  

Ted Kelso  817-721-4861  tedkelso@hotmail.com  

Bob Avery                               817-439-8400     bavery@averytools.com 

Coy Surles     817-439-2007 coy@medicalinstrumentspecialties.com 

Gerald Kinman                         817-913-1499 RV8R@max.com  

 

Principal Management Group 

Carol Moran 817-451-7300 x205 cmoran@principal-mgmt.com 
Architectural 

Phase I:  Gene de Bullet 817-335-4767 thebulletfortworth@hotmail.com 
Phase II & III: Don Davis 817-919-4593 dld@airmail.net 
Septic 

Coy Surles     817-439-2007           coy@medicalinstrumentspecialties.com 
Safety 

Larry Partain   817-319-2829 larry@pmsolutionsgroup.com 
Taxiway Repair 

Mike Olson  817-707-4323 olyandmary@aol.com 
Runway/Taxiway Lights & Repair 
Bob Avery                817-439-8400 bavery@averytools.com 

Airport Support Network Volunteer 
Don Browning  817-439-3240 71whiskeytango@att.net 

Website & Directory 
Michael Reddick  817-439-0234  mrr9447@yahoo.com 
Newsletter                                                          

Mike Bruno                          501-206-1738            flappingseditor@yahoo.com 
Security Improvements 

Ted Kelso                                817-721-4861 tedkelso@hotmail.com 
South Gate Emergency  
Roy Geer                                817-253-1795 or 817-439-5777 

South Gate Directory Database 
Kurt Buchert  hapagate@yahoo.com 

 

Table & Chairs 

The HAPA Tables & Chairs are available to any current HAPA Member for personal use on the Airport 

Property for activities such as parties, meetings, etc.  Please contact Judy or Bob Avery at 817-439

-8400 or bavery@averytools.com   

Contacts(Who to Contact about What) 

mailto:bfreckman@tx.rr.com
mailto:jcusher@sbcglobal.net
mailto:tedkelso@hotmail.com
mailto:bavery@averytools.com
mailto:coy@medicalinstrumentspecialties.com
mailto:rv8r@max.com
mailto:cmoran@principal-mgmt.com
mailto:thebulletfortworth@hotmail.com
mailto:jlddr@sbcglobal.ne
mailto:coy@medicalinstrumentspecialties.com
mailto:larry@pmsolutionsgroup.com
mailto:larry@pmsolutionsgroup.com
mailto:larry@pmsolutionsgroup.com
mailto:olyandmary@aol.com
mailto:bavery@averytools.com
mailto:71whiskeytango@att.net
mailto:mrr9447@yahoo.com
mailto:flappingseditor@yahoo.com
mailto:tedkelso@hotmail.com
mailto:bavery@averytools.com
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     Your September 2010 Flappings!  
        The Official Newsletter of Hicks Airfield Pilots Association 

Notices: 

 We are continually updating the online version of the HAPA membership directory. If your info 

needs updating please email Mike Reddick at mrr9447@yahoo.com 

 If you haven’t yet provided an email address, please do!  We would like to be able to contact as 

many HAPA members as possible via email 

 This is YOUR newsletter– Please submit articles, pictures, thoughts, etc by the 15th of 

the month. 

 The 2010 BoD is looking for volunteers  Please Contact any Board member to volunteer 

to help with the continuing improvement of Hicks Airfield. 

 If you have an issue and would  like to address the HAPA BoD during a Board meeting, Please 

contact Gene de Bullet, . 

 For issues concerning ONCOR pole work, call Buddy Mills (Oncor Dis-

trict Service Advisor): Cell (469) 261-6338   

 For Emergency South Gate Issues, call Roy Geer 817-253-1795 or 817-

439-5777    

 For South Gate Directory Changes contact Kurt Buchert at                  

hapagate@yahoo.com 

 Board of Directors Meeting: Thursday, Sep. 9, Hangar 111 

HAPA  

100 Aviator Dr 
Ft Worth, TX  76179 
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mailto:mrr9447@yahoo.com

