Hicks
Airfield Pilots
Association

FLAPPINGS
The Greatest Hicks Airfield Related Newsletter On The Planet
Almost 300 In Circulation Worldwide!
June 2010

Hicks Field being patrolled by a captured and exploited Cold War enemy aircraft.

President’s Corner……………………………………………………………………Page 2
Editorial………………………………………………………………………………….Page 3
Flying Safety…………………………………………………………………………..Page 4
Financial Reports ............................................................................ Page 6
Weekend Aviation Planner……………………………………………………….Page 9
Classified Ads ................................................................................. Page 10
VOLUME 25 ISSUE 6

Page 1

president’s Corner
By Gene de Bullet

Dear Fellow Members,
We are back in business with our airport newsletter Flappings and with a new Editor-in-Chief, Mike
Bruno. I understand that he will be assisted by several others including the Sinclairs who accomplished the task of producing the Flappings for many years. Again, their tireless work is appreciated
by all of us.
We had our May Board of Directors meeting on Thursday, the thirteenth with several issues discussed which included member participation and cooperation as to septic issues, rainwater drainage
control, flagrant violations of CCRs as to storage of materials and vehicles on lots.
Ted Kelso, Carol Moran, and Bob Avery will combine their efforts to interview Excavation Contractors/Engineers with a start date of July as to drainage improvements. Also slated are repairs to pumps
and electrical on Septic field east of Hangar #554 which I’m told serves about six residences.
Please note that Oncor plans to close taxiway “Charlie” for approximately three hours on May 19 th
for cross taxiway electrical; there may be some interruption of power to Hangars 901 to 919.
Lastly, we continue to offer the HAPA tractor for sale . It is a late 1940s model (details available
from Bob Avery). Sealed bids will be accepted with a cut off date of July 1, 2010 to Carol Moran at
6707 Brentwood Stair Road, Suite 110, Fort Worth, Texas 76112.
In closing, let me compliment everybody on using good common sense on our airport. The taxiways
have been, for the most part, clear of encroachments which had been our biggest problem.
Best regards,

Gene deBullet
President
HAPA
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June editorial
By Mike Bruno

Well, after 3 years of excellence in journalism, Ron Sinclair has handed off the job of Flappings
editor. Much appreciation is due to Ron, his wife Melana, and the usual folding and mailing
party crowd who will still be involved in putting together this newsletter, which is a very useful
tool for us here at Hicks.
Although I have been at Hicks for four years, there are many of you I have not yet had the
pleasure of meeting. For those who don’t know me, I have owned 920 Aviator since April
2006. I fly a 1987 Yakovlev YAK52, the Boeing 757/767 for American Airlines, and flew the A10 “Warthog” for the US Air Force.
I intend to continue the tradition of soliciting stories, pictures, and anything else of interest
from all of our owners and tenants. There is also a new feature, loosely listed under the label
of Flying Safety, which will include NTSB and NASA reports, items of interest from our local flying area, and any “there I was” stories you care to submit.
I don’t need to point out that Hicks is a treasure we are lucky to have. There are few locations
anywhere that allow us the freedom to enjoy our pastimes as we have here. Hopefully, Flappings can be helpful in allowing this large and diverse group to stay in touch. In that effort, it
will remain a paper product (also available on T67.org), which I hope will allow it to be passed
around and be more widely read.
Please send your stories and items of interest to flappingseditor@yahoo.com.

Mike
The deadline for submission of articles, advertisements, minutes, and reports will be the 15th of the month. This should provide sufficient time to
Submittal Policy:

edit the layout of the newsletter so that it can be mailed & posted to www.t67.org by the first of the
following month. Please provide input in MS Word format, if possible. Flappings will be available online
on or about the first of every month. All ads should be submitted in writing to flappingseditor@yahoo.com.

Board of Directors June Meeting:
Thursday the 10th Hangar 111 6:30 PM

To have your concern placed on the agenda
please contact your local board member.
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Flying Safety
This month: Two NASA ASRS (Aviation Safety Reporting System) reports.

Assessments

Contributing Factors / Situations : Human Factors
Primary Problem : Human Factors

Narrative: 1

Fuel starvation resulting in a landing on the interstate. Flight planning indicated arrival in 3.8
hours on 40 gallons (usable)in a Cessna 172. By the endurance profile in the POH, the aircraft
properly leaned at the elevation flown should fly 3.8 hours + 45 min. reserve. Experience over
800 hours flying this aircraft show a fuel consumption between 9 and 10 GPH or 4.0 to 4.2 hours
endurance. Flight conditions were strong headwinds, moderate turbulence, minimal climb-outs,
and lower than typical cruise elevations. Short climb-outs would use less than the average fuel
consumption. Lower cruise elevations would use more fuel (richer mixture). I didn't think of it at
the time, but turbulence would result in climb-out type conditions through part of what I considered "cruise." Throttle and leaning procedures followed those of previous flights - 1/2 turn rich of
max RPM, 2500 RPM cruise. The engine stopped at 3.8 hours elapsed on the Hobbs meter, and
would not restart in the air. I was a 10-minute descent short of the planned destination. After an
emergency landing on the interstate, all three sump points on the aircraft had no more than dribbles of fuel. A Mechanic completed a through review of the aircraft. Upon fueling, the aircraft
started and ran. No one was hurt, nor was property damaged. The plane and pilot are both fine.
There were no passengers at the time of the emergency landing. Misleading Expectations: I have
rarely in the past flown for such a long duration at such a low elevation where fuel burn is higher
(richer mix, slower travel through denser air). I had flow this length route regularly, but never
with such consistent headwinds. I thought the minimal high-fuel-burn climb out during this day
of flying would keep me well away from the high end of my historical fuel use rate in this aircraft.
The fuel endurance range of the aircraft appears to have been shortened significantly by numerous small items, not any single large culprit. Human factors: For about 3.5 hours of this day's
flying, I was in moderate turbulence. A portion of this with a passenger that had a history of motion discomfort. I felt pretty bad about bouncing him around. The turbulence was more taxiing on
me than I thought it was. The incident was preceded by two long days, working and flying. Although, I thought I was near the top of my game at the time, in retrospect, being tired contributed to less than optimum judgment. I looked at stopping short of my intended final destination,
but didn't want to leave the company plane parked outside on the ramp for a day or two in what
appeared to be approaching bad weather. Aircraft issues: The left fuel gauge in this Cessna 172
has never been dependable below a = tank. I have asked a number of mechanics about it, and
basically been told, that is just how the Cessna gauges [don't] work. The aircraft has a powerflow
exhaust rather than issuing replacement tables for the POH, powerflow was allowed to simply
placard the dash with a statement that fuel usage may be changed by the non-factory exhaust. I
have developed a range of gallons per hours used on previous tanks of fuel, and use these as a
rule-of-thumb for flight planning. I have flown many trips of this distance and greater, but none
at this low elevation for this duration. The facts show that the rate of fuel burn was significantly
higher than any of my previous experience would indicate possible. There may have been problems with the Hobbs meter counting slow. Additional checking will be completed, but is not done
at this time. The elapsed tach time exceeded the elapsed Hobbs time for this trip by about 5%.
Previous to this trip, the elapsed tach hours have always been less than the elapsed Hobbs hours.

Synopsis

A C172 pilot landed the aircraft on a freeway after the engine quit because of fuel starvation.
Higher than normal winds, turbulence and low altitude flying increased the aircraft's fuel consumption to higher than expected.
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Assessments

Contributing Factors / Situations : Human Factors
Contributing Factors / Situations : Environment - Non Weather Related
Primary Problem : Human Factors

Narrative: 1

After making contact with PIE Tower, I was advised to enter a left down wind for Runway 35R.
About a minute later, Tower advise me that I was clear to land on 35R and shortly after that, I
turned on a left base. Runways 4 and 35R intersect near the approach ends of both runways. It
was dark and while on base leg of my approach, I mistook the Runway 4 lights and PAPI for
Runway 35R. I turned final, lined up and continued my descent to land. I saw no aircraft or
other movement on or near the runway. Just as I was about to touch down, I crossed over 35R
and landed on Runway 4. I immediately contacted the tower and advised them I was on Runway
4 and Tower confirmed I was on the wrong runway but authorized me to continue to rolling out
and taxing on Runway 4. While in the pattern, while landing and while taxiing, I saw no other
aircraft in the pattern or moving on the ground and I don't recall the tower talking to other aircraft after I was cleared to land.

Synopsis
A VFR pilot landed his aircraft on PIE Runway 4 at night after receiving clearance to land on
Runway 35R. The pilot mistook the Runway 4 PAPI and lights for Runway 35R.

These two reports are from the NASA ASRS (What pilots call “NASA Report”) data base. Not only is this an excellent resource for pilots to use to learn from the experiences of others, it also provides some benefits for the submitter.
The program offers immunity from civil penalty or certificate action as long as certain requirements are met. If you
think you may have violated an FAR, or simply wish to pass on a safety issue you have discovered, submit a report!
It’s free and easy to do either online or by mail, and you may save yourself some future grief. If you have any questions, visit NTSB.gov or give me a call.-Ed.
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Financial reports
-Submitted by Jim Usher, HAPA Treasurer
HAPA Income Statement
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HAPA BALANCE SHEET
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HICK’S AIRFIELD PILOTS ASSOCIATION
Minutes for Board Meeting – April 22, 2010
A regular meeting of the Hick’s Airfield Pilots Association Board of Directors was held on April 22, 2010. A
quorum being present, the meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. and announced ready by President Gene
deBullet.
Board members present were President Gene deBullet, Ted Kelso, Jim Usher, and Jerry Kinman. Other members of the Association were also present as observers.
The motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report was passed.
The motion to approve the minutes of the March board meeting was passed.
Carol Moran of Principal Management Group reported that several letters have been sent out regarding parking violations. She is also looking into the improper storage of structural steel on the airport.
A letter was received from Oncor regarding structure and construction clearances near overhead lines. That
letter will be published in the newsletter, Flappings.
The board is still looking for someone to step forward to keep the newsletter going.
A HAPA member suggested the association could more efficiently store HAPA-owned tables, chairs, etc. in a
storage shed located on the easement at the southeast end of the airport. Upon further investigation, it was
determined that the easement actually belongs to Don Davis and not to HAPA. The board appreciates any
suggestions and welcomes all input.
The board has decided to move ahead with the drainage issues by installing underground (French) drains extending both North/South and East/West across the property and will need to:
Obtain right-of-ways from property owners
Overlay a topographic map over a plat map to determine location
Interview contractors to determine cost
This project is to be coordinated by Carol Moran of Principal Management Group.

The motion to adjourn the meeting passed at 6:52 p.m.
Anne Goczalk
Hicks Airfield Pilots Association Secretary
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Weekend aviation planner
Ongoing Fly-ins


Every 1st Saturday, —Waco, TX. EAA Chapter 59 Breakfast McGregor Municipal Airport (PWG) Pancakes and Sausage
from 7AM till ?
86.9 NM S



Every weekend before the second Monday — Bowie, TX. Free Brunch for pilots & crew every weekend before the second Monday each month. Also free transportation to the Trade Show/Flea Market. (0F2) 9:00AM-11:00AM
44.2 NM NW



Every 2nd Saturday— Lufkin, TX. EAA Chapter 1219 & Angelina County Airport Fajita Fly-In (LFK) 10.00-2-00 Discount fuel for fly-ins
169.3 NM SE



Every 3rd Wednesday— Hicks Field EAA Chapter 670 Monthly Meeting Come join us at the Rio Concho Restaurant at
6:00 pm for dinner and hangar talk. Meeting begins at 7:00 PM
0.0 NM



Every 4th Saturday—Tyler TX. Tyler Pounds Field Pancake Breakfast (TYR) Breakfast hosted by members of the Tyler
Civil Air Patrol squadron from 8-11 AM . Contact Rich Dyer for info 903-849-2785
107.3 NM
Every Last Saturday—Denton, TX. Tex-Mex Fly-In (KDTO) US Aviation Group sponsors this fun event every last Saturday of the month 11am-2pm Free Food. Come see some of the newest LSA aircraft. Contact Director at 940-383-2484
19.4 NM NE
Every 4th Saturday— Granbury, TX. Granbury Municipal Airport Fly-In Breakfast (GDY) Every 4th Saturday. breakfast will begin at 8:00 AM till 10:30 AM rain or shine! Contact 817-579-8533 for info
35.7 NM SW




Upcoming Events


Saturday, June 5th— Midlothian/Waxahachie, TX. Pancake Breakfast Fly-In Mid-Way Regional Airport (JWY) Breakfast tickets 8 and above $6, 3 to 7 $3, 2 and under free. Contact Tammy for info 972-923-0080
38.0 NM SE



Friday-Sunday, June 11-13th— Midlothian/Waxahachie, TX. DFW Summer Balloon Classic Mid-Way Regional Airport (JWY) An Aviation Extravaganza featuring 40 magnificent Hot Air Balloons. 4 mass ascensions followed by top ranked
competitors flying their balloons in challenging competition. quot;Lite the Nitequot; balloon glow at sunset on Saturday. Saturday Air Show including the 1st Aerobatic Air Racing Challenge in the south! Aviation Extravaganza during the day features
airplanes, helicopters, military aircraft, gliders, skydivers, powered parachutes, RC aircraft and more in flight and static display. Some rides available to public. Exhibits, food, arts amp; crafts, children’s area and more! Free admission ($10 parking)
MidWay Regional Airport off Hwy 287
38.0 NM SE



Saturday, June 12th— Justin, TX. EAA Ultralight Chapter 393 Fly-In/Meeting Propwash Airport (16X) The meeting will
start at 11 AM followed by a potluck lunch and our piot proficiency events. Please join our fun as guest are always welcome.
9.4 NM N



Saturday, june 26th— Mineral Wells, TX. Fly-In and T-38 Dedication, Honoring Our Vietnam Veterans Mineral
Wells Municipal Airport (MWL) The event is to dedicate our T-38 static display that was restored and erected in memory of
Major Carl E. Kessler and in honor of all that served in Vietnam. An Honor Guard and fly over have been requested. Lt. General (ret) Richard E.”Tex” Brown III will be cutting the ribbon and delivering the adress. Contact David Kessler for more info
817-996-1981
33.9 NM W
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
New advertiser!
NEED POWER?
Commercial and residential
electrical installation and repair.
Lighting Ceiling Fans
New CircuitsDiagnostic
Jason Fischer
817-495-5542
238 Aviator Dr.
Fort Worth TX
76179
Metro Parts Inc : 566 at Hicks Airfield
Over 30 years n the aircraft parts business!
We work hundreds of manufactures and repair stations around
the world. We can provide a reduction in cost and faster availability for you! Parts request drop box by the front doorDrop off your requirements any time.
Owner: Craig Poslick
Office: 817-439-8484
Fax: 817-439-8442
Email: sales@metropartsinc.com or metroparts@yahoo.com
Cell: 817-368-2274

Need A Notary Public? Hangar 501 Lab
Resource ,Inc.
1-800-856-4070

Cell (817) 522-6456

501 Aviator Drive Fort Worth, Texas 76179 Come by
Hangar 501 to get all of your documents notarized

WANTED:
Small ATV–
200 CC or Less
Call Bob Reed
817-439-0757
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FOR CONTINENTAL (TCM) ENGINES AT
ANNUAL OR 100 HOUR INSPECTION
(Or any time a suspect cylinder is in doubt)
TCM Service Bulletin SB03-3 states: “TCM requires a
cylinder bore scope inspection be accomplished in conjunction with the differential pressure test.” (This is NOT
an FAA mandate.) With the development of recent bore
scopes, this inspection becomes an excellent tool that
will affect your decision on a suspect cylinder, regardless of engine manufacturer.
We have a solution:
a bore scope based here at T67.
For an appointment please call
Jim Usher @ 817-236-7506

HANGAR AND APARTMENT for Lease
Fully furnished Apartment, 2 bedroom/2
bath.
All inclusive, Cooking, Bedding/Towels ETC
Hangar parking for one airplane,2 vehicles/
boat, etc.
Must have AIRPLANE and need for full furnished APARTMENT.
1 year lease. $1,500.00 per month.
Contact Jan Lary, agent 817-715-4693

Lot For Sale
45X60 Concrete
Pad. Water & Electric.
Call 863-660-3613
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Hangar For Sale

Hangar 513 and adjoining lot for sale.
$296,000
Call Gwen Manis for
details 817-793-9563 or email

HANGARS FOR SALE
DON DAVIS REALTY
HICKS AIRFIELD, INC.
SERVING HICKS AIRFIELD SINCE 1985

Contacts(Who to Contact about What)
Board Of Directors
Gene de Bullet (President)
Bill Freckman (Vice President)
Jim Usher (Treasurer)
Ted Kelso
Bob Avery
Coy Surles
Gerald Kinman

817-335-4767
817-705-6300
817-236-7506
817-721-4861
817-439-8400
817-439-2007
817-913-1499

thebulletfortworth@live.com
bfreckman@tx.rr.com
jcusher@sbcglobal.net
tedkelso@hotmail.com
bavery@averytools.com
coy@medicalinstrumentspecialties.com
RV8R@max.com

Principal Management Group
Carol Moran
817-451-7300 x205 cmoran@principal-mgmt.com
Architectural
Phase I: Gene de Bullet
817-335-4767
thebulletfortworth@hotmail.com
Phase II & III: Don Davis
817-919-4593
dld@airmail.net
Septic
Coy Surles
817-439-2007
coy@medicalinstrumentspecialties.com
Safety
Larry Partain
817-319-2829
larry@pmsolutionsgroup.com
Taxiway Repair
Mike Olson
817-707-4323
olyandmary@aol.com
Runway/Taxiway Lights & Repair
Bob Avery
817-439-8400
bavery@averytools.com
Airport Support Network Volunteer
Don Browning
817-439-3240
71whiskeytango@att.net
Website & Directory
Michael Reddick
817-439-0234
michaelreddick@yahoo.com
Newsletter
Mike Bruno
501-206-1738
flappingseditor@yahoo.com
Security Improvements
Ted Kelso
817-721-4861
tedkelso@hotmail.com
South Gate Emergency
Roy Geer
817-253-1795 or 817-439-5777
South Gate Directory Database
Kurt Buchert
hapagate@yahoo.com
Table & Chairs
The HAPA Tables & Chairs are available to any current HAPA Member for personal use on the Airport
Property for activities such as parties, meetings, etc. Please contact Judy or Bob Avery at 817-439
-8400 or bavery@averytools.com
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Your JUNE 2010 Flappings!
The Official Newsletter of Hicks Airfield Pilots Association

Notices:


We are continually updating the online version of the HAPA membership directory. If your info
needs updating please email Mike Reddick at michaelreddick@yahoo.com



If you haven’t yet provided an email address, please do! We would like to be able to contact as
many HAPA members as possible via email



This is YOUR newsletter– Please submit articles, pictures, thoughts, etc by the 15th of
the month.



The 2010 BoD is looking for volunteers Please Contact any Board member to volunteer
to help with the continuing improvement of Hicks Airfield.



If you have an issue and would like to address the HAPA BoD during a Board meeting, Please
contact Gene de Bullet, .



For issues concerning ONCOR pole work, call Buddy Mills (Oncor District Service Advisor): Cell (469) 261-6338



For Emergency South Gate Issues, call Roy Geer 817-253-1795 or 817439-5777



For South Gate Directory Changes contact Kurt Buchert at
hapagate@yahoo.com



Board of Directors Meeting: Thursday, June 10th, Hangar 111

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
HAPA
100 Aviator Dr
Ft Worth, TX 76179
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