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    Editorial Policy 
 
 The deadline for submission of letters, articles, minutes, 
and reports will be the 15th of the month.  This should 
provide sufficient time to lay out, print, and mail the 
newsletter so that it can be received by the first of the 
following month.  Please provide input in MS WORD format, 
if possible.  
 If you are a member and not receiving ������������������������������������ in 
the mail and wish to, then email Bob Samson 
(rsamson@aogreaction.com) so that he can correct, or add, 
your address in the database.  In the meantime, you may pick 
up one copy at Avery Tools, Hangar 411 while they last. 
  
 
 LETTERS TO THE EDITORS:  Space will be provided 
for letters to the editors.  Letters will be printed as submitted 
with the exception of profanity.  Letters must include the 
author’s name and hangar number.  Unsigned letters will not 
be accepted.  All letters received over email will be verified, 
and must include the author’s name and telephone number.  
The author’s name will appear with the letter.  Statement of 
fact and opinion in letters to the editors, editorials, and 
commentaries are the responsibility of the author alone and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinion of the ���������	���������	���������	���������	

editors, HAPA members or the HAPA Board of Directors. 

MEETING NOTICE 
Board of Directors Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 
Second Thursday of each month 

 
@ Carol Burns’ Hangar # 625 
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Wings Seminar Had Impressive 
Attendance 

By Nancy Cullen, Hangar # 577 

 On Saturday November 1, 2003, 110 pilots with ratings 
ranging from student to ATP gathered at Hicks Airfield from 
as far away as 90 miles.  The program centered around a panel 
of ATC representatives from Alliance ATCT (AFW), Meacham 
ATCT (FTW) and Carswell Joint Reserve Base.  Included also 
was a representative from Denton Airport (DTO) and the Fort 
Worth  Flight Standards District Office (FSDO).  Nancy 
Cullen, Hicks resident, private pilot and FAA Air Traffic 
Quality Assurance Specialist and Mike Haley, AFW FSDO 
moderated the event. 
 The program began by Mike Haley providing an 
introduction to the Wings program, its purpose and benefits.  
This was followed by Mark Nelson, DTO airport manager, 
providing the status of the soon to be commissioned DTO 
ATCT.  The tower will be under federal contract with RVA 
Inc., a private company, who will manage and staff the tower 
according to FAA standards.  Once federal funding is received 
and the contract finalized, the tower will open initially with 
ATC personnel staffing the Unicom and providing advisory 
service during hours of tower operation.  This service will 
move into full tower ATC after a 30 to 60 day period of time 
and all control personnel are certified.  It is anticipated that the 
hours will be from 7 AM to 8 PM.  Look for the NOTAM 
indicating the opening soon. 

 George Jenista, Air Traffic Control Specialist from AFW 
began the ATC portion of the program.  George has 23 years 
of ATC experience; first four years as a U.S.Navy/GCA 
controller with the remainder in the FAA.  His FAA experience 
includes six years in the Enroute Control option and thirteen 
years in the Terminal (Tower) option.  He is also a certificated 
private pilot with 250 hours of flight time.  George provided 
an overview of operations AFS, a briefing on the AFW 
“pattern drill” which is a great way for pilots to get experience 
working with an ATCT, military operations at AFW, services 
available and allowances AFW makes for those on their solo 
flight. 

 This presentation was followed by Gene Kasson, the 
Acting Air Traffic Manager at FTW.  Gene has 21 years in 
ATC, including Islip ATCT on Long Island, New York 
TRACON, La Guardia ATCT.  He has 30 years of flying 
experience holding a wide rage of pilot ratings including ATP, 
Multi-engine, Commercial and Seaplane.  His presentation 
centered on the “taxiway A” project at FTW and the 
challenges it presented to pilots, the FTW controllers and 
those working to find the correct solution.  Gene also 
addressed the interaction between aerial photos taken form his 
Luscombe showing the VFR reporting points into FTW were 
also a great hit. 
  The panel presentation was completed by First Class 
Petty Officer Cook from NAS Fort Worth (JRB).  He has 
extensive military ATC experience including four years in the 
Persian Gulf.  He provided valuable information on the 
various operations which impact air traffic in the area 
including simulated flameout operations, various pattern 
altitudes and overhead approaches.  He also discussed the 
interaction with FTW, DFW TRACON and how best to safely 
transition the JRB airspace.  By the way, the correct way to 
call the JRB tower,  “Navy Fort Worth Tower”. 

 Questions were fielded throughout the two hour program 
and continued one on one well after the formal program was 
concluded.  Door prizes were distributed throughout the 
morning.  We  extend heartfelt thanks to those who contributed 



4 

EDITORIAL to these gifts:  Kathy Ditto with a beautifully framed wall 
plaque of “High Flight” on behalf of HAPA;  Jim Rockwood 
brought some great gifts from Bell Helicopter; Rio Concho 
Aviation participated in too many ways to list; a gift certificate 
from Air Source One; Texas Air Parts; The Fort Worth FSDO 
and FAA’s Runway Safety Office.  Thanks must also be 
extended to Carol Burns for the use of her hangar, to those 
who were displaced to accommodate this event, and to those 
who helped set up and tear down.  I do not dare try to name 
them all as I would no doubt forget someone.  Our heartfelt 
thanks also to all those who came as speakers and gave of their 
expertise and time to this program. 
 This has become an annual event and provides a great way 
to promote safe flying and showcase our airfield.  As a point 
of fact, the invitation to this event (and other area aviation 
safety seminars) went to over 20,000 area pilots and was 
funded by the FAA’s Aviation Safety Program Office.  Anyone 
interested in helping with next year’s program should  contact 
a member of the Hicks Airfield Board of Directors. 

Nancy’s background includes twelve years as an enroute 
controller at both Los Angeles and Denver Centers, as well as 
eight years in terminal ATC.  She served four and a half years 
as the Air Traffic Liaison in the FAA’s Europe, Africa and 
Middle East office.  Currently, she works on the FAA’s 
Southwestern Region’s staff dealing with accidents and 
incidents in which air traffic is involved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Ballot Explanation 
 

 After reading my ballot, and its accompanying letter, and 
listening to HAPA members ask some questions about the 
ballot, I called Ms. Leslie Newton of Principal Management 
Group who prepared and mailed us the ballots.  Based on that 
conversation, and discussions with other members, I submit 
the following comments regarding the ballot. 
 The second sentence says, “If you are entitled to more than 
one vote (i.e. you own more than one lot), you will receive (1) 
ballot for each lot you own.”  Not really.  You will have to  
put the one ballot  you did receive in a copier where you can 
duplicate it until number of ballots equals number of lots.  The 
management company is not going to send us any more 
ballots. 
 Print a hangar number and your name in the corresponding 
space provided in the upper left hand corner of the ballot.  
Repeat this process until you have run out of ballots, and 
hopefully, numbers.  You should now have a ballot for each 
hangar, or lot, with its number on the ballot  Let’s use me, 
Don Browning, as an example.  Sandra and I own three lots: 
63-1, 63-2, and 64-1.  Lot 63-2 has our hangar on it.  63-1 and 
64-1 do not have any structures on them.  I have made two 
copies of our ballot.  On one ballot I have written Lot 63-1 in 
the Hangar Number space.  On another I have written 451, Lot 
63-2 in the Hangar Number space.  And on the remaining one 
I have written Lot 64-1.  Of course, you could also provide a 
hangar number where no hangar exists (empty lot) if you want 
to.  When the hangar numbering system was devised, each lot 
was assigned a hangar number. 
 No, you may not put three X’s by one nominee’s name 
expecting it to count as three votes for that individual.  This 
has been done in the past and it was counted as one vote for 
the one candidate indicated. 
 Now stop counting hangars and lots for a moment, and 
start counting human beings who are members of the 
association.  If your name is on the deed as an owner of one 
lot at Hicks Airfield, then you are a member of the association.  
Therefore, be sure and include the signature and name of each 
owner on ONE of the ballots.  You do not have to complete 
the proxy section for your ballot to count, but if you don’t 
complete it and don’t attend the meeting then you will not 
have contributed to the 51% required to validate the meeting. 
 The Browning example again.  We have three ballots.  
Sandra and I put both of our signatures and names on one of 
them in the proxy section.  Two of our ballots will have blank 
proxy sections. 
 Complete the appropriate sections of your ballot NOW and 
mail them in NOW, so our meeting will satisfy the quorum 
requirement.  
 What could be simpler?  Keep in mind that this is only one 
member’s understanding of how to correctly complete the 
ballot.  We hope to see you at the annual meeting. 
 
 Don Browning 
 ���������	���������	���������	���������	editor  
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The Ground Safety Corner 
By Dan Campbell, Hangar # 913 

 In last month’s article about driving around our 
airfield, I covered the primary rule about driving near 
airplanes; namely, Airplanes always have the right of 
way. 
 Let’s go a bit farther – if the airplane is not moving, 
how do you drive around one?  “Verrry Carefully!”   
 First, slow down to a crawl, then keeping the airplane 
on the driver‘s side of the car, drive around the airplane. 
You are less likely to hit the airplane if it’s on your side 
of the car.  It’s also nice to be sure the pilot can see you. 
 If the airplane is taxiing, get off the taxiway.  A few 
days ago, I was taxiing on the front taxiway parallel to 
the runway.   A pickup with a trailer pulled over to the 
side, but left about a third of his truck on the taxiway. I 
had to maneuver to get around him in my small 
Grumman Yankee, while he had lots of room in the 
infield.  About ten seconds after I got past him, a student 
pilot in a red two door sports car flashed past me at high 
speed in the infield between the taxiway and runway.  
 Driving on the grass or dirt can knock rocks and dirt 
on the pavement. The faster you drive in the grass, the 
more rocks and dirt you kick up on the taxiway.  No 
problem for cars, but it creates a FOD (Foreign Object 
Damage) problem for airplanes; airplanes move by 
blowing a lot of air around.  The propeller can suck up 
rocks: sometimes hitting the prop, sometimes hitting 
other airplane parts, or sometimes, your car’s 
windshield.  
 Try to stay on the pavement, if you can.  In the Air 
Force when we drove off the pavement, we had to stop 
our trucks, get out and visually inspect the tires for 
anything that might have been caught in our tire treads, 
before driving any farther out on the taxiways.  One fair 
sized rock or piece of metal in an engine can destroy a 
airplane later in flight 
 When it’s dark out, there are other things to keep in 
mind. Never assume that the bright light you see on the 
taxiways at night is a motorcycle. Most light airplanes 

only have one bright white light, and it is usually bright 
enough to keep you from seeing the red and green lights 
on the wing tips.  You may not even be able to see both 
wing lights from the front, and from the rear of many 
planes all you see is a small white taillight.  
 There have been two separate accidents caused by 
drivers thinking an oncoming light was a motorcycle. 
One was an injury accident.  Hicks is a twenty-four hour 
a day airfield. Granted, there may not be as many flights 
after dark, but the runway lights and fuel pumps operate 
all night long.   Airplanes can use any taxiway or the 
runway anytime of the day or night.   
     Pilots can help prevent some accidents by turning on 
the navigation lights and rotating beacons prior to 
taxiing.  Most airliners display their position lights if the 
crew is at the plane. Just prior to engine start, the 
rotating beacons are turned on, and are kept on till the 
engines are shut down.   This practice may help the 
drivers see you better as they drive on the field. 
  If you are driving towards an airplane at night, 
STOP.  Switch your headlights off (leaving your parking 
lights on, and turn on your emergency flasher lights), 
until after the airplane passes. Then continue.   
 Turning your headlights off helps the pilot see at 
night.  Most eyes take at least 30 minutes to adapt to 
night vision, but your headlights can wipe out the pilot’s 
night vision in less than a second.  Think of how blind 
you feel when another driver forgets to dim his lights; it 
is more blinding and far more dangerous for the pilot.  
They have to be able to see to fly. 
 Probably the most dangerous situation happens when 
you are driving on the taxiway at night, while someone 
is trying to land.  Again—stop your car; turn off your 
headlights (but leave your parking lights and emergency 
flashers on) until the plane has passed.  Don’t assume 
that because you are not on the runway, your lights will 
not hurt the pilot’s eyes.   
 Navy aircraft carriers don’t allow any white lights on 
the flight deck at night, not even landing/taxi lights on 
the airplanes.  There are too many people working on the 
deck, and they could very easily get killed if the flash of 
a bright white light blinds them.            
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pat Wallace  The Ballpark in Arlington 
Financial Advisor 1000 Ballpark Way, Suite 209 
   Arlington, TX  76011 
 

Morgan Stanley toll free  800-733-9457 
   telephone 817-265-7755 
   direct  817-276-5511 
   fax   817-276-5525 
Patrick.Wallace@morganstanley.com 

FOR SALE:  Two part industrial floor paint.  $30 per gallon.  
Gray and tan available.  Call Greg at 817-919-6446. 
Two new construction hangars - 65’ X 50’ (3,250 sq. ft.)  Lot 
23 R, Block 4 = $152,250.  3” insulation with wire 
reinforcement, 200 ampere , 44’ X 16’ Bi-Fold door with 
remote, rough in plumbing for one toilet and one sink, 
skylights, personnel door.  Contact Greg Howell at Tarrant 
Development at 817-715-6446. 

FOR SALE:  Commercial Vertical-Horizontal Band Saw and 
Air Compressor.  Both new in the crate!  Make offer for both.    
Stored at Hangar # 647.  Please contact David Baumgardner 
at 817-312-2612 or email at ddintlfoodco@aol.com. 

SOUTHWESTERN INDUSTRIAL SPECIALTIES 
HANGAR # 524 

FASTENERS (USS, SAE, METRIC), CONCRETE J-BOLTS, 
WEDGE ANCHORS, ABRASIVES, WELDING SUPPLIES, 
ELECTRICAL (Automotive), SAFETY SUPPLIES or 
anything else you forgot to pick up at your local Home Depot 
store and at a better price. 
 
We also carry EPOXY FLOOR PAINT.  We have several 
colors to choose from.  Stop by and pick out your favorite 
color.  It will be mixed and ready in 24 hours.  817-439-1995. 

REAL ESTATE SERVICES 
For all your real estate needs, including: sales, listings, leasing, 
market analysis, and property management, please contact 
Ursula Barber, Broker, at 817-439-4848 or 817-501-7399 or 
email at Ursulabarber@aol.com or just stop by Hangar # 113!  
Commission discounts to all HAPA members. 

CLOSING OUT OPERATIONS! 
Engines, cranks, cylinders, all parts.  Many cleaned and 
inspected Lycoming and Continental engine parts.  Fixed pitch 
propellers.  Many control surfaces, wings, tools. 
 
1960 PA-23-150, 1982 C-152II, and 2 PA-28-140’s. 
  

  EVERTHING GOES! 
First advertised to Hicks Airfield by Pro Air-Craft!  Most parts 
located in Hangar # 238.  Contact Lou at 817-232-8695. 

Hangar space for rent. 
$200 per month - 817-675-3052. 
 
LUSCOMBE for sale.  8F, low time, recently rebuilt show 
stopper.   Contact John Cuny at Hangar # 222 at 817-875-5909 
 or 817-439-3939. 

FOR RENT:  Hangar space for rent at Hangar # 503.  High or 
low wing okay.  Contact Darrin Wargacki at 817-543-1037. 
 
FOR RENT:  Hangar space for rent at Hangar # 577.  High or 
low wing okay.  Contact Nancy Cullen at 817-439-1649. 

NEW CONSTRUCTION:  a 50’ x 50’ hangar on Lot 48, 
Block 5, Section 3 - $75,000.  Insulated, skylights, rough in 
plumbing, high bay lights, 44’ X 16’ Bi-Fold door, personnel 
door and 200 ampere service.  Contact Steven Dauenhauer at 
817-996-2470 or 817-220-7972. 

BONANZA V-TAIL, AD 94-20-04-R1 
Have you complied with this latest AD? 
Local I/A & A/P will perform the work in your hangar. 
Reasonable rates.  Bob’s Aircraft. 
Bob Eggenberger and Jim Usher.  817-236-7506. 

Corner T-hangar for rent.  Hangar # 359.  $250 per month & 
half of the electric bill.  Call 817-439-0132 or 817-658-6561. 
 
HANGAR HOME FOR LEASE:  Hangar # 622 is fully 
furnished with 2 bedrooms &  2 baths.  1800 sq. ft. of 
beautifully detailed accommodations.  2000 sq. ft. of hangar 
space included.  Live with your airplane or project.  $1350 plus 
utilities.  Contact Walter Bartzat at 817-485-3441. 
 
CORROSION-X sprayer for rent.  With wands and 
instructional video.  $50 per day plus deposit.  Contact Glen 
Smith at Hangar # 742 or call him at 817-267-4735. 

STRAY CAT? 
 
A yellow cat with a white face is trying to set up shop in our 
hangar.  If this sounds like your cat, please call us about its 
shots.  If we get no timely response we will call Animal Control 
and it soon won’t need any more shots.  Contact Dan & Debbie 
Campbell at 817-439-1936. 
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1993 Super Decathlon For Sale.  520 hours on airframe and 
engine, excellent condition, one owner, hangared, two 
parachutes, Hooker harnesses, spades, G-meter, push to talk, 
intercom, GPS, King radios, EGT/CHT scanner. $80,000.  Mike 
at 817-236-9854.�

�

�
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South End Speed Bump 
 
 Drivers of vehicles with sufficient clearance have been 
observed driving around the speed bump at the South airport 
entrance.    If you are among them, please stop doing this.  Most 
are still slowing down, but they are also messing up the non 
roadway surface adjacent to the road.  The speed bump is there 
for the  purpose of reminding us that there is a 30 MPH speed 
limit on the airport.  Be considerate of our property and stay on 
the road.  We thank you. 

DON DAVIS REALTY 
Contact Jan Lary at 817-439-1040 

 
Hangar For Sale.  140’x60’ $240,800 or may split (828 
Aviator) 70’x60’ with 50’x16’ bi-fold door.  $122,900. 
 and 
(832 Aviator) 70’x60’ with 44’x16’ bi-fold door.  $117,900. 
 
Hangar For Sale.  518 Aviator - Approximately 5,500 s.f. 
hangar with 2,200 s.f. offices/apartment.  $240,000. 
 
Hangar For Sale.  501 Aviator - 95’x50’ hangar.  4,750 s.f. 
with approximately 1,850 s.f. of offices with 44’x16’ bi-fold 
door and 12’x14’ overhead door.  Two 3’x7’ personnel doors 
into bay.  Two security systems: one for offices and one for 
hangar.  3” insulation, 6 skylights, 3 wall lights, 10 commercial 
solar reflective windows, 1/4” glass and glass door, 200 amp 
service, 2 heat and air units, 3 half baths, many amenities.  
$230,000. 
 
Hangar For Sale.  623 Aviator - Approximately 4,125 s.f. 
hangar with 1,700 s.f. loft apartment. 4 ton heat pump, game 
room/office downstairs.  $175,000. 
 
Offices For Rent.  501 Aviator - Located on second floor.  
Bills paid.  $250 per month per office. 
 
Two Hangars For Sale. 
 757 Aviator - 65’x50’.  $91,500. 
 754 Aviator - 70’x75’.  $147,500. 
Each hangar has 3” insulation, 200 amp service, rough-in 
plumbing, skylights, 44’x16’ bi-fold door, personnel doors. 
 
Hangar For Sale.  737 Aviator - 55’x50’.  2,750 s.f. hangar. 
Half bath, painted floor, security system, extra concrete, 
44’x16’ bi-fold door, 9’x12’ overhead door, 3” insulation, 4 
skylights, 26 gauge wall panels.  $95,000. 
 
Lots For Sale In Block 1. 
 Lots 3-3 and 3-4 - Fronts runway.  Large lot on great 
location.  $69,500. 
 Lot 1-B - T Hangar pad site or a large hangar site.  This lot 
is located on the north end of the runway.  $75,000. 
 
Lots For Sale In Block 4.  We have eleven lots for sale in 
section 3. 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

2003 Calendar 
 
 
December   Saturday the 13th, 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm - HAPA 
    Christmas Party, Annual Meeting, and the Last 
    Opportunity to Submit Ballots for the Board of 
    Directors Candidates. 
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Encounter of the Best Kind 
By Don Browning, Hangar # 451 

 
 On Saturday, 8 November, at about 1130, I left Pensacola 
Regional Airport (PNS) after spending a week there at a 
Demon Drivers/Doctors reunion.  Level at 10,000 feet, I 
didn’t encounter clouds until Natchez where there was a solid 
layer below at about 4000 feet.  I had filed to  Meacham with 
the intent of shooting the ILS to  Runway 34 and after 
breaking out, to request a Special VFR clearance to Hicks, if 
necessary. 
 After about three hours, I began the DODJE3 STAR and 
tuned in the Meacham ATIS which reported 600 feet overcast 
with less than a mile visibility in rain.  It didn’t seem like 
there was any other traffic in the area when I was switched to 
regional approach, so minimal threat of having to hold.  It was 
solid IMC after descending through 4000 feet.  The approach 
was normal (just a little needle sword fighting, as usual), 
except I didn’t break out until about 300 feet AGL.  That, and 
rain showers in progress, convinced me to make a full stop 
landing and wait for better conditions before flying back to 
Hicks. 
 So I taxied over to Sand Piper Aviation and parked.  The 
duty manager brought an umbrella to the airplane and we 
went inside.  There was an aviator in a military flight suit 
standing at the desk.  We engaged in conversation and he told 
me that he was at Meacham to train and fly the customers of 
AIR COMBAT USA.  He summoned his wingman and the 
three of us began to share experiences as the duty manager 
drove us back to Hicks.  I had invited them to see what hangar 
living was like. 
 This is where we depart from the ordinary. 
 One of these aviators was Captain John Paganelli (call 
sign Pigmy) who, after enlisting in 1953, earned his Naval 
Aviator Wings in 1955.  After that he was a USN Flight 
Instructor, a Sky Raider (AD-6) pilot, flew A4 (Sky Hawks) 
with the Marine Corps at Cherry Point, NC, was a Landing 
Signal Officer (LSO) for Carrier Air Wing 7, flew A4’s in 
hundreds of combat missions in Vietnam with VA-86, after 
completing post graduate school in Monterrey was the 
Executive Officer and then the Commanding Officer of VA-
45 (A4’s again), Air Boss on the USS Forrestal, graduated 
from the US Army War College, Naval Attaché to Brazil, and 
retired from the United States Navy at NAS Oceana, Virginia 
in 1985.  I’ve left a lot out. 
 Commander Larry Elmore (Worm) was the other 
aviator.  A 1961 Naval Cadet who, after receiving his wings 
in 1962, became a USN Flight Instructor.  After that tour he 
went to VA-86 where he flew Sky Hawks in combat with the 
above mentioned John Paganelli.  They have been close 
friends ever since.  Larry’s career is somewhat similar to 
John’s but he got out of the NAV for 18 years so he could fly 
for TWA. 
 These two Naval Aviators were on the USS Independence 
(CVA-62) one cruise before I checked aboard as a member of 
Fighter Squadron 41.  We knew several shipmates from that 
era that we could share “Sea Stories” about.  It was like 
having another Navy reunion without the fanfare.  Their 
cruise was on Yankee Station, off the coast of Vietnam, and 
mine was in the Mediterranean Sea.  

Real Fighter Pilots 
John Paganelli and Larry Elmore 

 
 On Sunday I went back to Meacham to retrieve N71WT, 
and John and Larry showed me their airplanes and we took 
these photos. 
 You, the aspiring fighter pilot, sit in the left seat while the 
genius sits on the right.  Control sticks are just like a 
Phantom’s.  There are several small cameras in the cockpit 
that record numerous images of the flight, LIKE YOUR 
FACE, and the gun sight view of the bogey, assuming you 
ever have him in sight.  But you will, because Pigmy and 
Worm will help you.  The video record of your flight is 
presented to you after you land. 
 The airplane you will be flying, and you will be flying it 
whether you have a pilot’s certificate or not, although Pigmy 
or Worm will be responsible for it, is an SIAI Marchetti 
SF260 fighter trainer.  This airplane can fly at 270 MPH and 
is certified at +6 G’s to -3 G’s.    Worm told me that -2 G’s is 
-2 G’s too much.  In this regard Worm and I think alike. 
 Hey!  Let’s get some people interested in this.  They will 
bring the ballpark to us.  And we will, for a day, leave the 
ordinary and be FIGHTER PILOTS. 
 For the best information about AIR COMBAT USA, 
please go to their web site at aircombatusa.com.   

Would Be Fighter Pilot 
HAPA Newsletter Editor 
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November Flying Safety Notes 

By Dan Campbell, Hangar # 913 
HAPA Safety Committee Chairman 

 
 I plan to have a Fly Safe meeting every month, although 
the day of the month may vary depending on my schedule.  I 
will post the date for the next month’s Fly Safe meeting before 
the first of the month at Rio Concho, the mailboxes, and at Pro 
Aircraft. 
 The ground safety program items will be written up in  
������������������������������������. 
 We discussed a number of items this time.  First, the flu 
season is with us again and this time it’s a doozy.  While you 
may not be fully protected by the shot or spray, if you do get 
the flu, it shouldn’t be as severe.  If the flu doesn’t hit you as 
hard as it can, then you may be able to return to flying quicker. 
 Dead stick landings have almost become a fad lately, Mike 
Reddick donating two war stories within a month.  Pat 
Wallace almost had another on takeoff.  It might be a good 
idea to find out what your bird will do with the fan idling, 
before you have to do something (and get it right on the first 
try) that you haven’t done lately.  I tried it the other day, and 
was a bit dismayed with a 1000 FPM sink rate and lower than 
expected glide range.  Gerald McCombs, the Chief Flight 
Instructor at Pro Aircraft, said the glide ratios for most of our 
planes should be between 8 and 10/1, maybe 12/1. 
 We also discussed getting weather info prior to flying. 
Probably the easiest source to find it is at 1-800-WX BRIEF, 
but it is limited by not being able to see the weather charts in 
person.  DUATS gives you the charts to plan with, but no live 
analysis.  DUATS is available on the computer, and many 
FBO’s have computers in their flight planning rooms. DUATS 
is a good first stop prior to calling Flight Services. 

 The FAA has sent out a Special Airworthiness Bulletin to 
owners of older planes that outlines a plan to get as much 
information about the history of your bird’s maintenance as 
possible. There is information available to alert you to 
problems others have seen on their planes. To get a copy for 
yourself, call the FSDO at Alliance. 
 Alan Sanderson recounted his electrical short at Carlsbad 
a few weeks ago. The cable from the alternator to the 

alternator fuse got loose and arced badly.  It could have caused 
a fire. Luckily, his happened on the ground.  Does your plane 
have a fire extinguisher? 
 Gerald McCombs has noticed some pilots calling on 
CTAF that they are “taxiing on the runway to hold “ for 
takeoff.  While this is done frequently at towered airports, at 
towered fields, the tower is responsible for your separation.  
Here at Hicks you must clear for yourself.  Nose the plane so 
you can see the base turn and final, and taxi out smartly when 
taking off.  

 FLY SAFE.  THINK FIRST.  Don’t do something that will 
make us talk about YOU next month! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WANTED! 
 

Articles for ������������������������������������				

				
	 The editorial staff of this newsletter would appreciate 
receiving some material to print in ���������	���������	���������	���������	 each 
month.  Please do not be bashful, folks.  What you may think 
uninteresting to the general population, may be just the 
opposite, as well as informative and instructional.  We’ll take 
your dictation and photos if you so desire, or you may provide 
your story in MS WORD format.  You may eventually get 
tired of hearing about the editors’ exploits and your editorial 
contribution could alleviate the boredom.  Thanks in advance 
for sharing your adventures with the rest of us. 


